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On March 28, 2008, the Connecticut Siting Council (Council) received a petition from the Connecticut Light and Power Company for a declaratory ruling that no Certificate of Environmental Compatibility and Public Need is required for proposed modifications of the Torrington Terminal Substation. The substation is located at 113 South Main Street and straddles the boundary between the City of Torrington and the Town of Litchfield. Council member Ed Wilensky and Council staff member David Martin conducted a field review of CL&P’s proposed modifications on April 24, 2008.  John Morissette, Beverly Peters, Bob Piscatelli, and Petra Wolinsky represented CL&P at the field review.

The proposed modifications consist of removing an existing, spare 115 to 69-kV autotransformer that is no longer reliable to use. In its stead, CL&P would bring in a new, spare 115 to 69-kV autotransformer and store it in the southwest corner of the substation. In order to be able to store the new transformer, CL&P would install a new concrete foundation pad, an oil containment sump, and auxiliary power facilities for the new transformer. The company would also remove some old, unused equipment from the area where the new transformer would be stored. 

In the event of a transformer failure, the proposed spare transformer would be moved from its storage location to the location where it would be needed within the substation. It could also be moved to one of several other substations in the area should they experience a transformer failure.
The substation is located in an industrial area. There are industries to the north and south, and an O&G gravel operation is across the street to the east. There are no residences within sight of the substation. Mature evergreen trees are in front of the substation and shield it from the passing motorists’ view. 
