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On February 1, 2008, Cellco Partnership d/b/a Verizon Wireless (Cellco) submitted a petition to the Connecticut Siting Council (Council) for a declaratory ruling that no Certificate of Environmental Compatibility and Public Need is required to share the existing telecommunications tower and expand the existing compound at 35 Wildwood Street in New Britain, Connecticut.  On March 10, 2008, Council member Philip T. Ashton and Christina Lepage of the Council staff met with Cellco representative Rachel Mayo to review the proposed project.  
The existing tower is located at Chesley Park, which is owned by the City of New Britain.  In 2005, AT&T Wireless replaced a 60-foot light pole in the park with a 110-foot pole with lights at the 60-foot level.  On March 3, 2005, the Council voted that AT&T Wireless use of the pole for installation of antennas was not under Council jurisdiction due to its existing use as a light pole, which does not constitute a telecommunications tower.   
AT&T Wireless owns and maintains the facility.  The 110-foot structure currently consists AT&T Wireless antennas with a centerline height of 109.6 feet and T-Mobile antennas with a centerline of 100 feet.  AT&T equipment is stored in a 12 foot by 20 foot equipment shelter.  T-Mobile equipment is located within cabinets south of the AT&T equipment shelter.   
Cellco proposes to install three cellular antennas and three PCS antennas for a total of six panel antennas at the 90 foot level of the existing 110-foot structure.  The existing equipment compound would be expanded by approximately 1,080 square feet (27 feet by 40 feet) to accommodate Cellco equipment.       

Cellco submitted a structural analysis dated November 29, 2007 and February 14, 2008.  These analyses included Sprint (a potential future installation at 130 feet above ground level that has not been proposed to the Council), AT&T Wireless antennas, T-Mobile antennas, the proposed Cellco antennas and the light mount.  The structural analyses conclude that, with the existing and proposed loading, the structure would be at 96.8% of its total capacity.  
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