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Introduction
On January 22, 2008, Council member Jerry Murphy and Council staff member Robert Mercier met Pfizer Incorporated (Pfizer) representatives Kenneth Baldwin, Gary Annino and John Turner at the Pfizer Global Research and Development (GRD) facility to review this petition.  Pfizer submitted the petition to the Council on December 24, 2007.  
Pfizer is proposing to install a 10-megawatt (MW) natural gas and ultra-low sulfur distillate fuel fired Combined Heat and Power generating facility at the plant to reduce GRD’s power production costs and redistribute GRD’s energy profile.  
Pfizer’s current GRD power plant houses six oil/gas fired boilers that supply steam to five steam-turbine generators, producing approximately 50% of Pfizer’s electrical needs.  Turbine exhaust steam is distributed throughout the GRD facility for use in current manufacturing needs.  Pfizer intends to cease manufacturing at the site and increase product research and development, a change that will require less steam and more electricity.  The proposed Combined Heat and Power unit would supply approximately 78% of Pfizer’s on-site electric needs, thus decreasing demand on the existing Groton Utilities electrical system.  

Proposed Project

Pfizer proposes to install one combustion turbine generator, primarily fueled by natural gas, with a nominal rating of 10 MW and an associated heat recovery steam generator.  The heat recovery steam generator would recover exhaust heat to produce steam that would be directed through the existing steam turbines to produce up to 4 MW of additional power.  The project would allow Pfizer to remove one oil/gas boiler, decommission a second oil/gas boiler and remove one 215-foot exhaust stack.   
The proposed turbine and heat recovery steam generator would be located within a 110-foot by 90-foot building.  Other equipment includes a step-up transformer, a 10,000-gallon ammonia storage tank, a 20,000 gallon fuel oil storage tank, two cooling towers, and truck delivery area.  All improvements would be located immediately south of the existing power plant in an open area previously utilized for buildings and parking.  The on-site drainage system would be reconstructed to accommodate expected stormwater runoff once the project is complete. 
A 160-foot high exhaust stack would be installed adjacent to the turbine building.  The stack would require aviation hazard lighting or marking.  The nearest aviation facility is the Groton-New London Airport, approximately 7,100 feet southeast of the site.  Pfizer intends to light the tower with two rows of three lights: one row at the top of the stack and a second row at the 80- foot level of the stack.  In accordance with FAA requirements, high intensity white strobe lights would be operated during the day and medium intensity red lights operated at night.   The stack would be constructed adjacent to four existing 215-foot high exhaust stacks, one of which will be removed.  The existing stacks are not marked or lighted for aviation safety.

A single gas compressor would be installed to service the proposed Combined Heat and Power unit from an existing on-site gas source.  Gas would be the primary fuel source.  Ultra-low sulfur fuel would be used during natural gas curtailment periods or when economic conditions dictate.  The proposed 20,000-gallon tank would provide enough fuel for one day under full load conditions.  
Environmental Impact
The project site is in a previously developed area on the GDR property, adjacent to the existing power plant.  No clearing would be required.  No wetlands would be impacted by the project.  No endangered, threatened or special concern species would be affected by the project.  The project would have no effect on historic or archeological resources.  
The project would use less water than current operations due to the abandonment of manufacturing activities and the retiring of two existing boilers.  The project would not increase the volume of wastewater discharging from the site.     
Pfizer submitted an Air Permit Application for New Source Review to the Department of Environmental Protection on March 29, 2007, and a Supplement to the New Source Review on August 17, 2007.  In accordance with the permit, Pfizer would employ Best Available Control Technology to minimize air emissions to control air pollutants.  Nitrogen oxides, carbon monoxide, and sulfur dioxide would be controlled by selective catalytic reduction and low sulfur fuel.  The project is expected to result in a net decrease in greenhouse gas emissions by 20,000 metric tons per year.   
The plant is in an industrial area along the Thames River in Groton.  Residential areas exist to the east of the GRD facility in the Bayview Avenue area, immediately east of Eastern Point Road.  The proposed project would be visually indistinguishable from existing plant infrastructure.  Although the stack will require aviation safety lighting, the site is in a heavily industrialized area where existing lighting on buildings and associated work yards is prevalent.  
Community Outreach
Pfizer commenced a community outreach program in beginning in May 2007 by meeting with local officials and holding a series of community outreach meetings.  A formal presentation was conducted for the public and State and local elected officials on November 13, 2007.  Two publicly noticed “open house” meetings were held at the Groton Town Hall on November 28 and December 27, 2007.  Property abutters were notified of these meetings by certified mail.  

The Town of Groton initially requested a hearing by correspondence dated February 7 to review several concerns.  Pfizer representatives met with the Groton Town Council on February 12 to address those concerns.  The Town of Groton provided a letter dated February 25 rescinding the request for a hearing.

The Mayor of Groton, Dennis L. Popp, provided a letter to the Council in support of the project on January 22, 2008.  Mr. Popp further stated that Pfizer has presented adequate information to the public and elected State and local officials over the past few months through public informational meetings and through meetings with local officials.
.  

