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Petition No. 845
The Connecticut Light and Power Company
East Haddam Junction in East Haddam to Structure 4214 in Montville (Former Circuit 1250)
Staff Report

January 24, 2008
On December 24, 2007, Northeast Utilities Service Company (NU), as agent for the Connecticut Light and Power company (CL&P), submitted a petition to the Connecticut Siting Council (Council) for a determination that no Certificate of Environmental Compatibility and Public Need would be required for the modifications to one 115-kV electric transmission line within the Towns of East Haddam, Lyme, East Lyme and Montville.  On January 18, 2008, Council member James J. Murphy, Jr. and Council staff Christina Lepage met CL&P representatives Girish Behal and Amanda Carroll to review the proposed project.  

CL&P proposes to remove the existing line conductors and overhead ground wires on an out-of-service 115-kV transmission line between East Haddam Junction in East Haddam and structure 4214 in Montville (west of Interstate 394).  The proposed removal would occur along a segment of the former 1250 circuit for a distance of 17.8 miles.  The overhead line was constructed in 1954.  

Some vegetation clearing would be required within the existing right-of-way.  The proposed clearing would be similar to maintenance clearing and trimming performed by CL&P every four years along this right-of-way.  Clearing would occur at the base of the structures to enable equipment access and upland clearing would be necessary to allow the removal of conductors. 

Existing access roads would be used for the proposed removal and thereafter for right-of-way maintenance.  Some roads would require rehabilitation.  Access roads would be used to temporarily bridge six watercourse crossings.  Temporary bridging of watercourses would require construction mats and the temporary installation of culverts and clean rock fill. 

Existing access roads would be used to cross approximately 25 wetlands.  Access through these wetlands was typically placed at the narrowest location within the wetland.  Construction mats would be used to support necessary equipment to minimize wetland disturbance.  Following completion of the proposed project, construction mats and temporary culverts and clean fill rock would be removed and disturbed areas would be restored by seeding with wetland seed mixes.  

Erosion and sediment constrols would be installed and maintained in accordance with the 2002 Connecticut Guidelines for Soil and Erosion Control.  Temporary erosion control measures would be removed following the completion of the proposed removal and disturbed areas would be restored.

Three existing 4/0-Copper conductors, supporting structures and hardware would be removed.  The existing 7#9 Copperweld shield wires would also be removed.  An existing fiber optic cable would remain in place to allow communications for the electric grid system.
The 1250 line is supported by wood-pole H-frame structures for most of the length of the route proposed for removal.  One pole associated with each structure would be left in place to support the fiber optic cable that would remain.  All wood poles and cross-arms not in wetlands would be completely removed.  Some poles located in wetlands would be cut off approximately six inches above grade with the base of the structure remaining to minimize impact to wetland.
CL&P has submitted a request for a review of the Department of Environmental Protection’s (DEP) Natural Diversity Database on October 19, 2007.  CL&P expects a response regarding the proposed project in January 2008.   

Activities associated with the proposed project are expected to be completed by spring 2008.  

CL&P asserts that the proposed project would not result in a substantial adverse environmental effect.
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