Petition No. 844
Omnipoint Communications (T-Mobile)
Enfield, Connecticut

Staff Report

January 16, 2008

On December 20, 2007, the Connecticut Siting Council (Council) received a petition from Omnipoint Communications (T-Mobile) for a declaratory ruling that no Certificate of Environmental Compatibility and Public Need is required for the ten-foot extension of a telecommunications tower located at 188 Moody Road in Enfield. The petition was field reviewed by Council member Dan Lynch and Council staff member David Martin on January 16, 2008.  Karina Fournier, Alex Murillo, and Neil Coon attended the field review representing T-Mobile. Town officials and abutting landowners were notified of the proposal.  

The existing monopole tower is 180 feet tall and accommodates antennas of Nextel, Sprint, and Cingular (AT&T) at 180 feet, 170 feet, and 160 feet respectively. T-Mobile seeks to add ten feet onto the tower in order to mount nine antennas at a centerline height of 188 feet. T-Mobile would also install three equipment cabinets on a concrete pad withing the existing facility compound.

The proposed facility would enable T-Mobile to extend its coverage to portions of Routes 190, 192, and 220 in Enfield that are not currently covered. Placing its antennas at the highest available height on the existing tower (150 feet) would not allow T-Mobile to achieve its coverage objectives from this site.
The combined power density of T-Mobile’s proposed antennas and the existing antennas would represent approximately 10% of the FCC maximum exposure limit.

The area around the tower is generally flat and characterized by agricultural fields and industrial uses. Because of the flat terrain in the vicinity, the tower is visible for some distance. There is some single-family housing to the east of the tower along a small ridge from which the tower is visible.
T-Mobile’s extension would have minimal impact on the surrounding vicinity and would enable the company to fill an existing coverage gap. Staff recommends approval.

Close up view of existing tower
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View from east of the tower
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View from housing development east of tower
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