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On November 28, 2007, the Connecticut Siting Council (Council) received a petition from Northeast Utilities Service Company, acting for Connecticut Light and Power Company for a declaratory ruling that no Certificate of Environmental Compatibility and Public Need is required for the replacement of an existing 100-kW, 208/120-Volt, three-phase emergency diesel generator with a 125-kW, 208/120-Volt, three phase emergency generator that would be driven by a liquid propane fired engine at the Long Mountain Switching Station in New Milford. Council member Ed Wilensky and staff member David Martin attended a field review of this proposal held on February 27, 2008.  Girish Behal, CL&P project manager, represented CL&P at the field review. 
The existing generator is located just outside the switching station’s control house. It needs to be replaced because it is over 35 years old and is no longer reliable. In addition, the switch to a propane fueled generator would generate much fewer pollutants during those times when it is necessary to operate the generator. The fuel tank for the new generator would be located near the switching station’s fence to enable the company that would supply the propane to have access without having to enter the switching station yard. An underground pipe would feed the propane to the generator. The propane tank would be able to hold enough fuel to keep the generator operating for three days. The existing diesel tank does not hold enough fuel to keep the existing generator running for 24 hours. 
The Long Mountain Switching Station is set in a small depression, and its perimeter is heavily wooded. There are a few homes in the vicinity, but the existing trees effectively screen the switching station even during the winter months when the leaves are down. The proposed generator replacement would take place within the existing fence line of the station and would not significantly add to the station’s visual presence.
