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On September 18, 2007, the Connecticut Siting Council (Council) received a petition (Petition) for a declaratory ruling that no Certificate of Environmental Compatibility and Public Need is required for the proposed replacement of an existing Connecticut Light and Power Company (CL&P) tower located at 626 Glenbrook Road, Stamford.  CL&P currently owns and operates a 75-foot monopole.  This existing monopole supports antennas for CL&P and Yankee Gas.  This monopole is attached to the foundation of the CL&P building and actually rises up through the roof of the existing CL&P building.  The total height of the existing facility (including appurtenances) is 90 feet.  This existing monopole currently does not meet the TIA/EIA-222-F structural standards.  Reinforcement of the tower is not feasible due to its age, condition, and location.  Thus, CL&P seeks to replace this monopole with a new monopole approximately 298 feet to the northwest.

The new monopole would be located outdoors in the northern corner of the CL&P property near the fence line.  The proposed monopole would also be 75 feet tall with a total height with appurtenances of 90 feet.  A 12-foot by 10-foot equipment shelter would be located near the base of the tower.  The setback radius (i.e. fall zone) of the tower would extend outside of the CL&P property and on to the Glenwood Industrial Park Associates property to the north.  CL&P has informed Council staff that is it possible to have to the tower designed with a yield point in order to keep the setback radius on the CL&P property.  
To the north of the CL&P property is an industrial park, to the west are residences, to the south are condominiums, and to the east is Glenbrook Road.  The CL&P utility yard is paved, so there would be no wetland disturbance or tree removal needed to construct the replacement facility.  The worst-case power density for the new tower would be 13.95 percent of FCC standard.

This Petition was field reviewed by Council member Dr. Barbara C. Bell and Michael Perrone of the Council staff on October 5, 2007.  John D’Ambra, IT Telecommunications Engineer for CL&P, also attended the field review.  At the field review, CL&P was asked to issue a notice to abutting residences, including notice to the condominium association.  CL&P has issued such notices with a reply date of October 31, 2007.

The tower visibility is expected to decrease for the condominium residents to the south, since the new tower would be farther away than the existing one.  The nearest residence is approximately 352 feet to the southwest of the proposed facility.  While visibility would increase for residents to the west of the site (because the new tower would be closer), this view is mitigated by several factors.  There is existing vegetation outside of the CL&P fenced property which provides screening.  Also, an existing storage shed to the west of the proposed tower is roughly 30 feet tall and would screen nearly the bottom half of the tower.  In addition, a 110-foot water tank telecommunications facility to the north is the dominant visual intrusion in the area.    

If approved, Council staff suggests including a condition that the tower is designed with a yield point to ensure that the tower setback radius remains on the CL&P property.

