Petition No. 791
T-Mobile

130 Ledge Road, Darien

October 27, 2006

Staff Report

On September 22, 2006, the Connecticut Siting Council (Council) received a petition (Petition) from Omnipoint Communications, Inc. (T-Mobile) for declaratory ruling that no Certificate of Environmental Compatibility and Public Need is required for the proposed modifications to an existing telecommunications facility located at 130 Ledge Road, Darien.  Specifically, T-Mobile seeks to extend an existing 100-foot Crown Castle International-owned monopole by 10 feet and install three flush-mounted panel antennas centered at the 110’ level of the tower.  T-Mobile would also install three BTS cabinets and one battery backup cabinet on an existing 4’5” x 4’ concrete pad within the existing fenced compound.
The proposed project site is located on the property of the Town of Darien’s transfer station.  There is a car dealership to the north of the site, Interstate 95 to the south, Darien Transfer Station and a small park to the west, and Ledge Road to the east.  There are no wetlands at the site.

The site was field reviewed by Council Member Dr. Barbara Currier Bell and Mike Perrone of the Council staff on October 23, 2006.  Karina Fournier and Brian Paul of T-Mobile also attended the field review.  No residences were observed in the vicinity of the site.

The structural analysis report in the Petition takes into account a 20-foot extension of the tower (from 100’ to 120’).  It does so, even though the T-Mobile project (the current Petition) requires only 110’, because the tower owner anticipates Sprint will be applying for an additional 10-foot extension (from 110’ to 120’) in the future.  Per the engineer’s report, the tower will accommodate either a 10-foot or a 20-foot extension.

Flush-mounted antennas were selected by T-Mobile to conserve the structural capacity of the tower.  This also results in less visual impact.  With the proposed antennas centered at the 110’ level of the tower, the total height with appurtenances would be 113’.  The worst-case RF power density at the base of the tower would be approximately 42% of the applicable standard.

Given the location of the tower and the lack of residences in the vicinity, the visual impact of the tower extension is not expected to be significant.

If approved, staff recommends that the monopole is extended by no more than ten feet.      
