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United Illuminating is seeking to install 79-foot wooden poles and mount whip antennas at the top of each pole at four of its substations: the Trap Falls Substation on Armstrong Road in Shelton, the Indian Well Substation on Roosevelt Drive in Derby, the Ansonia Substation on Riverside Drive in Ansonia, and the North Haven Substation on State Street in North Haven.

Council member Gerry Heffernan conducted the field review of this petition at the Derby substation with staff member David Martin. Bo Katreczko and Scott Butwill represented UI at the field review.

UI’s proposed antennas would communicate with reclosers on its distribution lines. Reclosers are similar to circuit breakers. They open when they sense a fault or trouble thereby shutting off electricity to lines “downstream” of their locations. They are programmed to automatically close and restore power after a certain amount of time has lapsed. UI has two to four reclosers on each of its distribution circuits, but is currently unable to monitor their status remotely.
With the proposed antennas in place, radio systems on the reclosers could send signals reporting on each recloser’s status. These signals would be relayed from the substations to a central monitoring station. This information would enable UI to identify the location of line problems more quickly and to improve its system’s reliability.

The overall height of the proposed poles, with the whip antennas mounted, would be approximately 90 feet and would be comparable in height to some of the other structures and transmission line towers associated with the substations. The stations are located in areas where the addition of a pole and antenna would have minimal visual impact on any residential areas.
The power density of these antennas would be .000034283344 mW/cm2, well below the FCC limit.
View of Derby substation showing location of proposed pole
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Roosevelt Drive; substation on left
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