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Petition No. 786
Modification of the Overhead Transmission Line
for the Fairfield Railroad Station
Fairfield, Connecticut

Staff Report

Thursday, September 14, 2006
On Wednesday, September 6, 2006 Connecticut Siting Council (Council) chairman Daniel F. Caruso with Derek Phelps of Council staff met with United Illuminating (UI) representatives Kathleen Shanley, Director of Environmental, Safety, and Real Estate; Edward DelMonte, Lead Engineer; Syed Rahman, Transmission Engineer; Bohdan Katreczko, Lead Analyst; and Stephen Syrett, Environmental Analyst.  Also present was Laura Pulie, of the Engineering Department of the Town of Fairfield.
UI has petitioned the Council for a declaratory ruling that Section 16-50k of the Connecticut General Statutes does not require that a Certificate of Environmental Compatibility and Public Need be obtained in connection with the company’s proposed modifications to its existing 91001 and 1130 transmission lines, in association with the Connecticut Department of Transportation’s (CDOT) project involving the Fairfield Train Station (state project no. 301-0060).  ).  As part of the CDOT project to build the new rail station, a new access road will be constructed that will interfere with UI’s existing transmission line.  The proposed project is located within the state owned railroad right of way and this relocation will keep the structures within the same right of way.
The current line is supported on the Metro North catenary structures 717S and 718S.  The UI portion of this project will consist of erecting two new steel monopole support structures and transferring the lines from the existing catenary structures 717S and 718S to the monopoles.  This will allow compliance with proper National Electrical Safety Code clearance requirements over the new road.
To accommodate the DOT project two structures which are currently 68 feet tall will have to be modified and two new structures will be constructed which will be taller than the existing structures.  Specifically, monopole B717 will be 105 feet tall and monopole B718 will be 110 feet tall.
This project will take 10 days and the crews will work a 12 hour day.  Due to the site being located in an industrial area the excess soils will be stockpiled and characterized before disposal.  Dewatering activities if required will be containerized and sampled before disposal.

The installation of the towers and the wire change over should be completed in 9 days.  Transmission line and Metro North distribution line outages will be required.  The Metro North train schedule will not be affected during construction activities.

The proposed work will allow the DOT to construct and operate the Fairfield Rail Road Station project without conflict with NESC clearances.  UI believes that there will be no substantial adverse environmental impact associated with the proposed project 

Ms. Pulie, on behalf of the Town of Fairfield, remarked that the town has no objection to the proposed overhead transmission line project.
The Council asked that the petitioner distribute flyers to nearby residents to ensure that persons living in the area would be permitted to make their views known to the Council.  UI distributed such flyers (attached) to 75 area residents that same afternoon.  The Council received no comments.
UI seeks a declaratory ruling from the Council that the project described above will not have a substantial adverse environmental effect and, therefore, that no Certificate of Environmental Compatibility and Public Need is required.  Staff recommends approval.
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