Petition 768
CL&P Waterside Substation, Stamford

Staff Report

June 2, 2006

On May 3, 2006, the Connecticut Light and Power Company (CL&P) submitted a Petition (Petition) for a declaratory ruling that no certificate of environmental compatibility and public need is required for the proposed modifications to the Waterside Substation in Stamford.  Specifically, CL&P seeks to: install two 5.4 MVAR, 13.2-kV metal-enclosed capacitor banks; install one 115-kV motor-operated disconnect switch; remove and demolish the foundations of the two existing capacitor banks; install support structures for an extension of the 115-kV bus; and install associated protective relay and control equipment in an existing relay and control enclosure.
This petition has 2 inter-related purposes.  One is to create a new transformer position so CL&P could hook up a mobile transformer should the need arise.  The other purpose is to provide Waterside Power with a permanent connection to the CL&P transmission system so that Waterside can operate year-round, and otherwise increase its potential output of power, per PE 658 and further plans.  (Currently, Waterside Power is hooked up to CL&P’s mobile transformer position.)  
However, the installation of the new transformer position would require the re-location of two capacitor banks.  Instead of re-using the existing capacitor banks, CL&P would replace them with two new metal-enclosed capacitor banks.  The new location would be in the southwest corner of the substation.  The new equipment is silent and would have no effect on noise.  All new equipment would be installed at a lower elevation than the highest existing structure at the substation.  
This petition was field reviewed by Council member Dr. Barbara Currier Bell and Michael Perrone of Council staff on May 19, 2006.  One CL&P representative attended the field review: Ali Karimi, Project Engineer, Substation Design & Engineering Department.
The site abuts Waterside Power, the railroad, and a street with several residences on the other side.  The proposed project is not within a 100 year flood zone or in the vicinity of wetlands.  The incremental visual impact of the proposed project is not expected to be significant.  Existing trees obscure the view of the substation. In addition, the project would take place in the south side of substation, which is not adjacent to the homes.  Notwithstanding, abutters were notified of the project by a letter from CL&P.  The abutters have until May 6, 2006 to file comments with Mr. Phelps.  To date, Council staff has not received any inquiries or concerns from the abutters.  
If approved, CL&P anticipates that construction would begin during September 2006 and would be completed by the end of November 2006.  

