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T-Mobile is seeking to add a ten-foot extension to an existing 120-foot monopole tower located at 850 West Main Street in Branford, Connecticut. The extension would support nine antennas on a platform mount. The overall height of the structure with extension and antennas would be 132 ½ feet. T-Mobile would also add a 19-foot by 21-foot area to the existing compound to accommodate T-Mobile’s ground equipment. 

Council member Dr. Barbara Bell and staff member David Martin conducted a field review of this project on May 15, 2006. They were joined by Attorney Gregory Piecuch who was representing T-Mobile.

The existing tower is located at the very rear of a parking lot for a restaurant on Route 1. The Amtrak rail line runs directly behind the tower location. The other side of the rail line is undeveloped and heavily vegetated. The abutting property to the west is undeveloped and heavily wooded. The abutting property to the east has recently been developed for commercial use. Route 1 in the vicinity of the tower is primarily commercial, with some small industrial uses. The nearest residential areas to the tower are quite far away on the opposite side of Rt. 1, behind a stretch of trees. It is unlikely that these residences would have much of a view of the tower, if any. The tower is visible for a short distance on I-95. The compound extension would be to the rear of the existing compound and would have minimal visibility.
Three carriers currently use this tower: Verizon, Sprint, and AT&T (New Cingular).

Antennas at this location would enable T-Mobile to provide coverage along Route 1, a small portion of I-95 and surrounding areas in Branford. Staff calculates that, with the addition of T-Mobile’s antennas, the power density of this site would represent 17.8% of FCC’s maximum permissible exposure.

