Petition No.765

Optasite

107 Wilcox Road, Stonington

June 2, 2006

On April 27, 2006, the Connecticut Siting Council (Council) received a Petition (Petition) from Optasite, Inc. for a declaratory ruling that no Certificate of Environmental Compatibility and Public Need is required for the proposed replacement of an existing tower at 107 Wilcox Road, Stonington, Connecticut.  Specifically, Optasite seeks to relocate and replace an existing lattice tower with a total height of 105’ with a new 100’ monopole and construct a fenced and landscaped equipment area within an already improved area of the property.

The existing tower was formerly used for “in-house” communications purposes by CL&P and Yankee Gas.  It is located adjacent to an administrative office building.  The property is no longer owned by the utilities, and the building has been re-designed as commercial offices and space for non-profit organizations. The existing tower no longer serves its former use.
To improve the aesthetics of the property, and to permit sufficient ground space for multiple carriers, Optasite, in cooperation with the property owner, proposes to install a new 100’ monopole and associated equipment compound at one corner of the property. The new monopole’s location would be approximately 200’ to the west of the existing tower. The monopole would have T-Mobile’s antennas flush mounted at a centerline height of 97’.  Thus, the total height with appurtenances would be 100’.  Also, the tower setback radius would remain within the subject property.  The existing tower would be removed. 
The compound would be 38’ x 70’ and would include an 8’ high chain link fence with privacy slats.  The compound would include four equipment cabinets located in a 10’ x 20’ area.  The location for the replacement tower and compound is already paved, so no additional wetland impacts are anticipated, nor is any tree clearing expected.  A paved access drive (entrance) to the lot already exists.  Optasite, would, however, relocate the gate.

The property is zoned RR-80 residential.  Route 1 is located to the north of the proposed site, and Wilcox Road is located to the south. of the proposed site.  Surrounding land uses are predominately low-density residential.  To minimize the visual impact of the compound, existing landscaping would be supplemented along Wilcox Road with approximately 8’ tall evergreens, spaced 10’ on center.

Vanasse Hangen Brustlin Inc. (VHB) conducted a balloon float at the proposed facility in order to evaluate the potential viewshed within the study area.  The balloon was secured at a height of 100’.  VHB concluded that most of the total visibility of the proposed tower would fall on open water over Long Island Sound.  In total, visibility from Long Island Sound accounts for approximately 1,712 acres of the 1,800 acres of visibility.   

Approximately 17 residences would have year-round views of the tower.  VHB also notes that there appears to be little if any difference in visibility between the existing lattice tower and the proposed relocated monopole.  
This petition was field reviewed by Council member Dr. Barbara Currier Bell, Executive Director S. Derek Phelps, and Michael Perrone of the Council staff on May 10, 2006.  Also at the field review were: Attorney Christopher Fisher, Keith Coppins of Optasite, and Michael Blair of JBC Ventures, LLC.  At the field review, staff requested that the applicant issue a notice to abutters with a date to reply by. 

The abutters’ notice was issued on May 15, 2006.  Pursuant to the notice, residents were asked to send any comments to Mr. Phelps by May 31, 2006.  On May 22, 2006, Optasite met with the Town Planner to go over the project.  In addition, the abutters’ notice invited any interested neighbors to attend a meeting with Optasite and the property owners on May 25, 2006 to discuss project.  
By letter dated May 30, 2006, the Town of Stonington, Director of Planning states that the Town Planning Department supports the proposal because: the tower replacement to a monopole is an improvement in aesthetics; the tower will enhance communications on Route 1; the applicant is proposing screening and security measures that should adequately satisfy any neighborhood concerns; and the tower will provide an opportunity for co-location.  However, the Town Planning Department requests that the applicant provide an opportunity for the local government or fire department to install a whip antenna at the zenith of the monopole, at the discretion of those agencies.
On May 31, 2006, a letter was received at the Council office from a nearby resident.  The resident’s home is directly across from the proposed access driveway.  The resident suggests that the access be curved on both ends to allow for more screening on the southeast side of the tower.  (The existing access drive is currently straight.)  The neighbor also asked if other possible sites on the property have been considered.   

