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On August 17, 2005, the Connecticut Siting Council (Council) received a petition (Petition) from the Connecticut Light and Power Company (CL&P) for a declaratory ruling that no certificate of environmental compatibility and public need is required for the proposed installation of a 115-kV circuit breaker and associated equipment at the Flanders 11Y Substation in the Town of East Lyme.
This petition was field reviewed by Council member Jerry Murphy and Mike Perrone of the Council staff on August 25, 2005.  Two representatives from CL&P also attended the field review: Helen Wong, Project Manager – Transmission Business and Rodrigo Perez-Zambrano, Project Engineer – Substation Engineering and Design.  Meg Parulis, Director of Planning, Town of East Lyme, also attended the field review.  

This project would improve reliability of service in the area by enabling two distribution power transformers to be supplied from a single transmission line in the event of a fault on either the #1500 transmission line or the #1605 transmission line.

This proposed project includes the installation of one 115-kV circuit breaker; two 115-kV isolating disconnect switches; one 115-kV motor-operated disconnect switch; one 115-kV circuit switcher; underground conduit banks for control cables; and protective relay and control equipment in an existing relay control enclosure.
The substation is located adjacent to a main road (Flanders Road) and has an entrance ramp to Interstate 95 located to the south and a restaurant located to the north.  The area to the west of the substation is largely wooded.  The primary view of the substation is from Flanders Road and the entrance ramp.  

All work would remain inside the fenced substation.  All new equipment and structures would be of a lesser height than the highest existing structures.  There would be no increase in noise.   The project is not located in a 100-year flood zone.  No wetlands or waterways would be affected.
The Town of East Lyme expressed concerns related to the incremental visual impact associated with the project.  Subsequent to the field review, staff contacted CL&P to inquire about any possible plantings that could help screen the substation from Flanders Road.  CL&P indicated that landscape planting is possible; however, the space available to plant is limited and the plantings must have limited mature height so as not to interfere with the overhead transmission lines that enter the substation.  Specifically, CL&P suggests a combination of hemlocks, arborvitae, and red cedar.  The initial height of the trees would be approximately 6 feet.

If this petition is approved, staff suggests including a condition that the substation fencing facing Flanders Road (except for the gate) is suitably screened with evergreens.
