Petition 695
CL&P – Windsor Locks 14K Substation

Windsor Locks, Connecticut

October 7, 2004
On Monday, September 27, 2004, Council member Dan Lynch and David Martin of Council staff met with Chuck Ponte, project engineering manager with CL&P to review the changes proposed for the Windsor Locks substation. CL&P is planning to install a 115 kV to 23 kV, 46.7 MVA power transformer, a switchgear enclosure, and a circuit switcher with integral disconnect. The transformer would be connected to the 115 kV line leading into the substation via an underground 115 kV cable. CL&P seeks to install the second transformer to provide more redundancy in its substation equipment, thereby increasing system reliability.  The new transformer will generate some noise, but the noise generated will be scarcely noticeable against the existing levels of ambient noise from nearby Route 159 and other substation equipment. Overall noise levels at the substation will remain below DEP thresholds.

All of the proposed work, including the underground cable, would take place within the existing substation enclosure. If approved, CL&P plans to begin work in November in anticipation of completing the work by the end of May, 2005.

The substation is located slightly south of the Windsor Locks town center. It is on the west side of South Main Street (Route 159) between South Street and Webb Street.  The surrounding neighborhood is predominately single family residential, although there are a few multi-family homes across South Street to the north of the substation. There is also a gas station and a small industrial building along South Main Street near the southeast corner of the substation. The substation is well-screened from its neighbors by mature deciduous trees. The visual impact of the proposed modifications on the nearest neighbors should be negligible.
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Windsor Locks 14K Substation
(new transformer, visible in left  corner, to be installed in foreground of photo)
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