Petition No. 690
GenCell Corp.
Mansfield, Connecticut

September 14, 2004
Staff Report


On August 12, 2004, the Connecticut Siting Council (Council) received a petition from GenCell Corporation (GenCell) for a declaratory ruling that no Certificate of Environmental Compatibility and Public Need is required to install a fuel cell at 1432 Old Waterbury Road, Southbury and at 44 Weaver Road, Unit 5233, Storrs (Mansfield).
GenCell proposes to temporarily install a fuel cell at their headquarters in Southbury on or before October 30, 2004 for testing purposes.  Then, upon successful testing, the unit would be installed at the University of Connecticut (UCONN) site in Storrs on or before December 31, 2004.  Startup is anticipated for the beginning of 2005.  Pursuant to an agreement between GenCell and UCONN, the fuel cell would be located at The Connecticut Global Fuel Cell Center for a period of no more than 24 months which began June 2004.  GenCell is installing the fuel cell at UCONN as a demonstration.
The fuel cell is seven feet wide, seven feet deep and eight feet high and has an electric power output of 40 kW at three phase 480 volts.  The fuel cell would operate on natural gas, using the building’s existing natural gas infrastructure.  A new gas distribution line would not be required.


The fuel cell would be located inside a laboratory building with 400 square feet of secured space with a locked door.  GenCell would have 24 hour access to the location.  The fuel cell has a sound rating of 65 dBA at 30 feet, which is considered conversational tone.  Further, the noise level is expected to be considerably less outside the building.  The nearest dormitory is located over 300 feet away.  No visual impact is expected given that the unit would be located inside a building.    

This petition was field reviewed by Phil Ashton and Mike Perrone on September 13, 2004 at the Mansfield (UCONN) site given that the final location of the fuel cell would be at that site.  The results of the field review were provided at the Council meeting on September 14, 2004.

