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Petition No. 668

Sprint Spectrum, L. P.
New Haven, Connecticut

Staff Report

May 17, 2004
On May 14, 2004, Connecticut Siting Council (Council) member Philip T. Ashton and Robert Mercier of Council staff met with Sprint Spectrum L.P. (Sprint) representatives Thomas Regan and Christopher Gagnon at 401-411 Forbes Street in New Haven to review this petition.  Sprint proposes to replace a recently removed 48-foot tower with a 70-foot monopole.  The new tower would be relocated 120 feet to the west of the original location onto an abutting property identified as 398 Forbes Avenue.  Sprint is petitioning the Council for a declaratory ruling that no Certificate of Environmental Compatibility and Public Need (Certificate) is required for the tower replacement and relocation. 

Sprint was utilizing a 48-foot tower at 401-411 Forbes Street until the property was condemned by the Department of Transportation in June 2003 to accommodate improvements to Interstate 95 in New Haven.  The tower, a former gas station sign, has since been removed.  Sprint has placed a 48-foot high temporary telecommunications facility at the site to provide coverage to the surrounding area.  
The 398 Forbes Avenue property is a cleared, level commercial lot currently being developed into a gas station that is being relocated from the condemned portion of 401-411 Forbes Avenue parcel.  The site is in the Business District zone and is in a developed commercial area.  The proposed tower site is in a level area in the southwest corner of the property.  Commercial property abuts the site to the west and north.  Interstate 95 abuts the site to the south.  401-411 Forbes Avenue is east of the site.  The tower site is 16 feet lower in elevation than the original site.   
Sprint would install a 70-foot monopole at the site, designed to support three levels of antennas.  The tower foundation would be designed to support a tower expansion to 100 feet above ground level (agl).  Sprint proposes to install 12 panel antennas on a platform at a centerline height of 67 feet agl.  Sprint would construct a 42-foot by 30-foot equipment compound at the base of the tower.  Sprint would install four equipment cabinets on a concrete pad within the compound.   

The worst-case power density for the telecommunications operations at the site is 37% of the applicable standard for uncontrolled environments.
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