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Petition No. 667
Message Center Management, Inc.
Hamden, Connecticut

Staff Report

May 17, 2004
On May 14, 2004, Connecticut Siting Council (Council) staff member Robert Mercier and Council member Philip Ashton conducted a site inspection of an existing telecommunications site adjacent to West Rock Ridge State Park in Hamden, Connecticut.  Message Center Management, Inc. (MCM) seeks a declaratory ruling from the Council that no Certificate of Environmental Compatibility and Public Need (Certificate) is required to replace four existing 80-foot towers with one 195-foot tower. 
This petition was filed in response to the Council’s letter to municipalities dated January 25, 2002.  The Council’s correspondence requested that owners of speculation and PCS towers which received municipal approval in the period between July 10 and December 17, 2001 submit a petition to the Council for a declaratory ruling as to whether such towers have a substantial adverse environmental effect.  The Hamden Planning and Zoning Commission approved a Special Permit application by Message Center Management at a public hearing on October 9, 2001.  The Special Permit allowed for the construction of two 200-foot self supporting lattice towers at the site with all construction to be completed by October 9, 2004.   

After further analysis of telecommunication needs in the area, MCM seeks to construct one 195-foot self supporting lattice tower at the site to replace four existing 80-foot towers.  A five-foot lightning rod will bring the total height to 200 feet above ground level (agl).  Twenty-one antennas would be relocated from the existing towers to the proposed tower.  Current users of the four 80-foot towers are Arch Wireless, ADT, Aces, United Illuminating, CT Motor Club, Skytel, Verizon, and Rinkers Communications.  None of the relocated antennas will be placed above 175 feet agl.  Tower space above this level will be reserved for future carriers.  The existing compound would be expanded to accommodate the new tower, four equipment shelters, and two equipment pads.  To date, no additional carriers have are proposed for the site.      
The site consists of an approximate 1-acre parcel surrounded by West Rock Ridge State Park and is approximately 2,500 feet northeast of the Wilbur Cross Parkway.  The site has been used for telecommunications since the 1950’s and predates the establishment of the State Park.  The site presently contains the following:  one 250-foot self supporting tower, one 90-foot self supporting tower, four 80-foot guyed lattice towers, and three equipment buildings within a fenced compound.     

MCM proposes to construct an access road, compound and tower on the east side of the existing facility.  Two equipment shelters would be constructed in the compound area, housing equipment for current carriers.  Additional compound space would be available for future tenants.  Construction of the access road and compound would require significant filling due to a steep slope.     
The Commissioner of the Department of Environmental Protection (DEP) opposed the original proposal, believing two 200-foot towers would adversely impact the scenic qualities of the State Park.   The DEP’s Wildlife Division noted that the park contains populations of the state threatened Five-lined Skink and state endangered Eastern Hognose Snake, and Eastern Box Turtle.  The Wildlife Division did not offer any recommendation concerning site construction.  BL Companies, a consultant for MCM, recommended construction activities occur between November 1 and April 1, the dormancy period for the Five-lined Skink. 

The West Rock Ridge Park Association believes the proposal would be incompatible with the scenic and historic aspects of West Rock Ridge State Park.   

MCM performed a field RF study of the existing tower site on July 25, 2001.  RF field measurements were collected from 21 locations in the existing site compound and immediately adjacent to the compound.  All recorded measurements did not exceed 3% of the FCC standard for exposure to the general public.     
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