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On March 1, 2004, the Connecticut Siting Council (Council) received a petition from AT&T Wireless PCS, LLC d/b/a AT&T Wireless (AT&T Wireless) for a declaratory ruling that no Certificate of Environmental Compatibility and Public Need is required to replace an existing CL&P transmission structure located off of Hebron Road (Route 316) in the Town of Andover.  Specifically, AT&T Wireless seeks to replace an existing 75’ wood “H” frame Connecticut Light & Power (CL&P) transmission structure with a new wood structure that is 75’ high on one side and 82’ high on the other side.  The new structure would be located 15’ farther from the road than the existing structure.  AT&T Wireless also seeks to install its antennas on the 82’ high pole of the new structure in order to provide personal communications services (PCS) coverage in the vicinity of Route 316.  The new structure would be located approximately 295’ feet from Hebron Road. 
AT&T Wireless proposes to install six panel antennas at the 80’ level on the right side of the new transmission structure via T-arm mount.  (The antennas are five feet tall.)  AT&T Wireless also seeks to install up to four equipment cabinets (two proposed and two future) each with dimensions of 76”H x 30”W x 30”D on a new 7’ x 13’ concrete pad.  The pad would be surrounded by an 8’ chain link fence with barbed wire.  The existing access to the transmission line right-of-way would be improved with gravel, and the existing access gate would be utilized.  The utilities would be underground along the approximately 565’ long proposed gravel drive.

On March 22, 2004, Council member Phil Ashton and Michael Perrone of the Council staff field reviewed the site and met with Attorney Christopher Fisher of Cuddy & Feder LLP representing AT&T Wireless; Kumar Rughoobur, RF engineer from Bechtel; Joseph Falivene, Project Coordinator from URS Corporation; and Theresa Viele from Site Acquisitions.
The area surrounding the transmission line right-of-way was found to be predominantly wooded, and with the structure being shifted 15’ farther away from Hebron Road, the incremental visual impact due to the increase in structure height is expected to be negligible.  There are three homes in the vicinity.  Two of homes cannot be seen from the site.  One home across the street is barely visible through the trees.  Further, there are no wetlands in the vicinity of the site.  The site is already cleared, and minimal grading is required.  Also, during the field review, it was found that the wooden transmission structure to be replaced already contained significant checks (cracks).  Thus, a new structure would benefit CL&P as well as AT&T Wireless.  Also, AT&T Wireless’ proposed antennas would produce a worst-case power density at the base of the structure that is 16.85% of the Maximum Permissible Exposure (MPE) using the Council’s formula.
The only area of concern is unauthorized all terrain vehicle (ATV) access.  ATV tracks were found in the transmission line right-of-way in the vicinity of the proposed site.  In order to protect the proposed site and CL&P’s property, staff recommends that AT&T Wireless work with the property owner CL&P to provide some method of blocking unauthorized ATV entry, such as concrete barriers, etc.  
If the Council approves this petition, staff recommends including a condition that the compound be appropriately screened with indigenous vegetation that will not exceed 20’ high upon maturity.  Also, AT&T Wireless should provide a D&M plan for this site which includes plans for screening the compound and blocking unauthorized ATV entry.
 

