PETITION NO. 662

SOUTH NORWALK ELECTRIC AND WATER

NORWALK, CONNECTICUT

MARCH 4, 2004

STAFF REPORT

~~~

On February 26, 2004, South Norwalk Electric and Water (SNEW) submitted a petition for a declaratory ruling to the Connecticut Siting Council (Council) for approval of the installation of a temporary combustion turbine unit off of Martin Luther King, Jr. Boulevard in Norwalk, Connecticut.  A similar project at this site was approved by the Council in Petition No. 620E on May 20, 2003.

SNEW proposes to install a 22.8 MW TM 2500 combustion turbine unit which would be available from the beginning of June 2004 through no later than the end of October 2004, conditioned on selection by ISO-New England (ISO-NE) in response to an RFP initiated by ISO-NE on December 1, 2003.  The RFP is expected to be awarded during March 2004.

For the 2004 season, the proposed SNEW project would only use ultra-low sulfur distillate fuel, and, unlike the 2003 season, the project would not run on natural gas.  The Department of Environmental Protection’s (DEP) air permit issued in 2003 for this project is valid for the period of June 1 and October 31st of any calendar year.  Although the air permit allows 500 hours of operation, this project would only run for a maximum of 200 hours, and then only on ultra-low sulfur fuel.  In all other respects, this project would operate as was the case in 2003.  The GE TM 2500 mobile combustion turbine is a trailer-mounted generator with four trailers forming a T-configuration within approximately a 300-foot by 100-foot project area.  The sound wall constructed in 2003 would remain intact for this project in 2004, and the generator would be placed in the same location as in 2003.  SNEW states that during the August 2003 power outage, the temporary generator installed by SNEW operated as designed at this site.
SNEW requests expedited approval of this petition and submits that no hearing would be necessary, as this is essentially the same project as that approved in 2003, absent gas compression facilities,  thereby reducing noise levels and visual impacts.  The only additional equipment proposed to be installed is a second double-walled temporary 20,000-gallon fuel tank.  Although two tanks were approved last year, only one tank was installed.

SNEW has filed a separate petition (No. 663) for the repowering of the SNEW station, expected to be placed in service in May, 2005.
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