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Petition No. 654
Nextel Communications of the Mid-Atlantic, Inc.

Plainfield, Connecticut

Staff Report

January 12, 2004
On January 9, 2004, Connecticut Siting Council (Council) staff member Robert Mercier and Council member James Murphy conducted a site inspection of a proposed 160-foot monopole in Plainfield, Connecticut.  Nextel Communications of the Mid-Atlantic, Inc. (Nextel) seeks a declaratory ruling from the Council that no Certificate of Environmental Compatibility and Public Need (Certificate) is required to construct this town-approved facility.  Nextel representative Thomas Flynn and Plainfield Planning and Zoning Agent Ryan Brais also attended the field review.  
This petition was filed in response to the Council’s letter to municipalities dated January 25, 2002.  The letter requested that the owners of speculation and PCS towers which received municipal approval in the period between July 10 and December 17, 2001 submit a petition to the Council for a declaratory ruling as to whether such towers have a substantial adverse environmental effect.  The Plainfield Planning and Zoning Commission approved the construction of the facility at a public hearing on July 10, 2001.   Abutting landowners were notified of the proposed project prior to the hearing by certified mail.  Legal notice was also published in the local newspaper.    

The proposed site is located on an 18-acre fuel storage facility at 388 Norwich Road (Route 12).  The parcel is developed as a fuel storage and distribution facility.  The tower site is located on a slight rise in the eastern portion of the parcel, immediately west of the fuel depot.  
The proposed facility consists of a 160-foot monopole located within a fenced, graveled compound.  The tower is designed to support five levels of antennas.  Nextel would install 12 panel antennas on a platform with a center line height of 156 feet.  No other carriers have signed leases to locate at the site; however, AT&T has expressed interest in the site.  The facility would serve I-395 and Route 12 in Plainfield.  
Abutting property includes a few residences to the west along Route 12, a farm to the north, I-395 to the east, and developed commercial property to the south.  The western portion of the site parcel contains woodlands with a tree-line height of 50 feet.  The woodlands provide screening to the east, west, and south. 
The calculated worst-case radio frequency (RF) power density level for proposed telecommunications operations at the site would be approximately 6% of the applicable American National Standards Institute standard for exposure to uncontrolled environments.
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