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On October 23, 2003, Connecticut Architectural Towers (CAT) submitted a petition to the Connecticut Siting Council (Council) for a declaratory ruling that an amendment to its Certificate of Environmental Compatibility and Public Need (Certificate) is not required in Docket No. 220, and that CAT be allowed to extend the height of its existing 120-foot monopole in Newtown by 30 feet to a total height of 150 feet.  On November 5, 2003, Edward S. Wilensky of the council and Robert K. Erling of the council staff met Thomas Nolan of CAT and William Halstead, Fire Marshall of the Town of Newtown for a field review of this petition.


The existing tower at 151 Berkshire Road (Rt. 34) in Newtown presently holds the following antennas:  T-Mobile at 97.5 feet above ground level (agl), Sprint at 107.5 feet agl, and AT&T at 117.5 feet agl.  The Town of Newtown proposes to place its municipal antennas at the 150-foot level of this tower to provide coverage for the Town police, fire and EMS services.


The original application for this tower contained a proposal for a 150-foot tower at this site.  In its Decision and Order, the Council approved a 120-foot tower, capable of being increased in height by means of a petition to the council.  CAT has been in contact with other carriers about using space on the tower between the 120 and 150 foot levels if an extension is granted by the council.

The Town of Newtown proposes to add two 10-foot whip antennas at the top of the tower, extending upward to approximately 160 feet agl.  The tower would operate three channels at 150 MHZ, two at 50 watts ERP each, and one at 100 watts ERP.  The worst case radiofrequency power density at the base of the tower from the Town’s antennas is calculated to be approximately 1.6 percent of the FCC standard.  When the proposed Town antennas are combined with the existing AT&T, Sprint and T-Mobile antennas which total 28.32 percent of the standard, the total power density at the base of the tower would be 29.9 percent of the standard.  

At the field review, CAT was asked to notify all abutters of the property of the proposed 30-foot extension, to develop photo-simulation of a 150-foot tower from five locations in the area, and to provide these photo-simulations to the Council and the abutters, requesting any comments.  CAT has provided the simulations as directed, and thus far has not received any comments from the abutters.  The photo-simulations indicate the tower at 150 feet would not be visible from Tanglewood Lane, Beckett Village Road, or from the intersection of Rt. 34 and High Rock Road, especially during the fall and winter months. 
