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Petition No. 649 - Project Summary

Cellco Partnership
New Hartford, Connecticut

February 3, 2004
Introduction

Cellco Partnership d/b/a as Verizon Wireless (Cellco) seeks to extend the height of a Sprint owned 150-foot monopole to be constructed at 170 Southeast Road, New Hartford, Connecticut.  The tower, not yet constructed, was approved by the Council on November 18, 2003 under Docket 251.  Cellco was an intervenor in this proceeding and presented the tower extension proposal at the September 23, 2003 hearing.  At the direction of the Council, Cellco resubmitted the proposal as a petition for a declaratory ruling that no Certificate of Environmental Compatibility and Public Need is required for the tower extension.    
Proposed Modification
Cellco seeks to extend the height of the approved tower to 160 feet.  Cellco would install 12 panel antennas on a platform at a centerline height of 160 feet.  Cellco would install a 12-foot by 30-foot equipment shelter within the approved compound.  Additional site clearing would not be required.  

Visibility Impact
Extending the tower to 160 feet would marginally increase visibility on Route 202, a state designated scenic roadway approximately a quarter-mile from the site.  Visibility on Southeast Road, approximately a half-mile west of the site, would increase by a tenth of a mile.  The extended tower would be visible from a residentially developed section of Stedman Road, approximately 1.1 miles north of the site.  Views from residentially developed properties would increase from six to nine with one additional property on Southeast Road and two properties on Stedman Road.  The extended tower would be seasonally visible from the Rome Spare overlook, a prominent viewpoint approximately 1.3 miles north of the site in the Nepaug State Forest.  An increase in seasonal and year-round views would occur from Browns Corner Park, a Town park with ballfields approximately 0.7 miles from the site.  
Power Density
The conservative worst-case approximation of electromagnetic radiofrequency emissions for telecommunications operations at the site would increase from 10.7% to 12.8% of the applicable standard for uncontrolled environments.  
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