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On February 12, 2002, the Council certified a telecommunications facility at 650 Albany Turnpike under Docket 204. In its Decision and Order, the Council stipulated that the approved tower could be no higher than 110 feet, except that Verizon could petition the Council to extend the height of the tower to 150 feet. At the time of the docket proceeding, Verizon did not have a PCS license and could not justify a tower higher than 110 feet. 

Since the Council’s ruling, Verizon has acquired Northcoast Communications’ PCS license for the State of Connecticut and is in the process of developing a PCS network. As part of this network, the Albany Turnpike tower would have to communicate with several existing and proposed towers in New Hartford. In order to do so, the antennas on the Albany Turnpike tower would have to at 120 feet. 

Other than the change in height from 110 to 120 feet, Verizon is not proposing any other modifications to its certificate received from the Council.

With antennas installed at the proposed height, the power density of Verizon’s proposed antenna array would be 9.84% of the Maximum Permissible Exposure standard established by the FCC.

The site is located off Route 44 (Albany Turnpike) in an area that is predominantly low density residential in character. Connecticut Sand and Stone Corp. does own vacant land to the west and north of the site. 

Verizon’s height extension request appears to be within the scope of the Council’s original approval for this site.

A review of the record reveals the Council made no representation at either of the two public hearings held in Canton that it would return for another public hearing should Verizon petition to extend the approved height of the tower.

