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On September 16, 2003, the Connecticut Light and Power Company (CL&P) submitted a petition to the Connecticut Siting Council (Council) for a declaratory ruling that no Certificate of Environmental Compatibility and Public Need would be required for CL&P's proposed work at the Haddam Substation, and that such work would not have a substantial adverse environmental effect.  On October 6, 2003, Gerald Heffernan and Robert Erling of the Council Staff met Raymond Gagnon and William Wessman of CL&P  for a field review of this petition in Haddam, Connecticut. At a Council meeting held on October 14, 2003, the Council tabled consideration of this petition, pending the submittal of more information on the location of proposed capacitor banks to an area to allow the installation of a future 345 kV autotransformer.  On November 21, 2003, CL&P submitted revised drawings depicting the proposed new location of the capacitor banks to better accommodate the future autotransformer.
CL&P is proposing the work at this substation to improve area transmission voltage levels during contingency conditions. The proposed work consists of the following installation: one 115-kV, 37.8 MVAR capacitor bank; one set of 115-kV current limiting reactors; approximately 200 feet of 115-kV solid dielectric cable; one 115-kV circuit breaker; and one 115-kV disconnect switch.  The proposed structures would be similar to existing structures within the fenced substation, and would not be any greater in height than those structures.

CL&P expects to submit another petition regarding this substation in the near future.  This petition will concern the installation of the 345-kV autotransformer.  The 115-kV capacitor bank requested under the present petition will be needed sooner to support voltage levels in the Middletown area.  CL&P expects work on this project would to be completed by the end of June 2004.

