Petition No. 644

Sprint Spectrum, L.P. and Southwestern Bell Mobile System, LLC

Maple Ridge Drive, Farmington

Staff Report

October 29, 2003

On August 27, 2003, Connecticut Siting Council (Council) member Edward Wilinsky and Robert Mercier of Council staff met with Sprint Spectrum, L.P d/b/a Sprint PCS (Sprint) representative Thomas Regan at a Connecticut Light & Power Company (CL&P) right-of-way on Maple Ridge Drive in Farmington for the inspection of an electric transmission structure owned by CL&P.  Sprint and Southwestern Bell Mobile System, LLC d/b/a Cingular Wireless (Cingular), with the agreement of CL&P, propose to redesign and replace CL&P transmission tower #8012 to allow for the installation of telecommunication equipment at this location.  Sprint and Cingular (Applicant) are petitioning the Council for a declaratory ruling that no Certificate of Environmental Compatibility and Public Need (Certificate) is required for the redesign and replacement of the transmission structure.

The Applicant proposes to replace an existing 61-foot H-frame transmission line structure with a new laminated wood structure.  The new H-frame structure would consist of two poles, an 86-foot pole and a 100-foot pole connected by diagonal and horizontal cross beams.  The 100-foot pole would accommodate 3 panel antennas owned by Sprint at a centerline height of 100 feet and 3 panel antennas owned by Cingular at a centerline height of 88 feet.  The total height of the structure with antennas would be approximately 102 feet.  The antennas of both carriers would be flush mounted to the pole. 

A 42-foot by 33-foot equipment compound enclosed with six-foot high chain link fence would be constructed at the base of the transmission tower.  Sprint would place four cabinets, no taller than six feet, on a concrete pad within the compound.  Cingular would place a 20-foot by 12-foot by 11.75-foot equipment building within the compound. 

Access to the site would be via a 12-foot wide, 125-foot long gravel driveway that would extend from Maple Ridge Drive within the existing CL&P right-of-way.  No wetlands or watercourses are within or adjacent to the proposed construction area.  Soil and erosion controls would be installed prior to construction. 

Land use in the immediate area is residential.  The two nearest residences are 37 Maple Ridge Drive, approximately 186 feet north of the site, and 51 Maple Ridge Drive, approximately 153 feet south of the site.  Visual simulations indicate the residence at 37 Maple Ridge Drive would have year round views of most of the structure.  The residence at 51 Maple Ridge Drive would have mostly winter views of the structure.  The structure and compound would be visible from Maple Ridge Drive where the transmission line crosses the road.  No landscaping is planned; existing shrubby vegetation in the right-of-way would provide limited screening.  A 65-foot CL&P structure east of site and adjacent to Maple Ridge Drive was replaced with an 80-foot structure in 1999 to accommodate three flush mounted antennas owned by Omnipoint Communications Inc. (Petition 423).  

