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On September 5, 2003, Connecticut Siting Council (Council) member Philip T. Ashton and staff member Christina Lepage met Robert Charpentier of Connecticut Light and Power Company (CL&P) for inspection of a CL&P substation located on South Main Street (Rt. 17), Middletown.  CL&P proposes to modify the existing Dooley Substation and is petitioning the Council for a declaratory ruling that no Certificate of Environmental Compatibility and Public Need (Certificate) is required for the modification.  

On September 19, 2000, the Council approved Petition No. 480, which included the installation of one power transformer and one voltage regulator.  The original transformer/regulator combination will not be used and instead a new transformer with higher capacity will be installed.    

CL&P proposes the installation of one 115- to 13.2-kV power transformer with associated equipment, one 115-kV circuit breaker, two 115-kV circuit switchers, five units of 13.2-kV metalclad switchgear, and the relocation of 115-kV voltage transformers and line traps.  The proposed project will improve reliability and increase substation capacity.

Construction would begin in October, 2003 and will be completed by the end of May, 2004. 

The proposed site is within the existing CL&P Dooley Substation fenced area located on South Main Street (Route 17), Middletown, CT.  An existing access road will continue to be used to access the site.  The existing substation is located within an area zoned residential with the closest residential dwelling approximately 500 feet to the north of the site.  Wetlands and waterways do not exist on the property; the closest wetland is approximately fifty feet to the west of the substation. 

CL&P contends that the installation of the proposed structures would have no visual impact to the surrounding area; noise levels at the property lines would remain below state limits; there would be no interference to television or radio; the project is not within a 100-year flood zone or stream channel encroachment lines; and the wetlands and waterways on the site would not be affected by this addition; and that therefore, there would be no substantial adverse environmental impact from this project.    
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