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On Friday, August 22, 2003, Council member Phil Ashton and staff member David Martin met with AT&T representatives Chris Fisher, Joanne Desjardins, and Joe Falivene at the American Legion baseball field on Neptune Avenue in the Moodus section of East Haddam. 

The American Legion is in the process of replacing six 50’ wooden light poles that provided lighting for its ballfield with six newer and taller poles that would provide better lighting with less light spillover to adjacent properties. AT&T was searching for a site in this area and learned of the Legion’s plans. AT&T negotiated an agreement with the Legion to place its antennas on one of the replacement light poles. Four of the six new poles will be 70’ high. Two poles will be 90’ high; one to accommodate three AT&T antennas, and one to be available for any other wireless carrier that might be interested in a site in this area. The ballfield is well-screened by mature deciduous trees for most of its perimeter. There is a cleared area near the entrance to the Legion property opposite several residences on Neptune Avenue.

The Legion and AT&T have taken the lighting plan to the East Haddam Planning and Zoning Commission and have received approval for the replacement poles. During the local approval process, AT&T provided notice to property owners within 250’ of the Legion property and also flew two balloons at the proposed height of the taller poles.

In its petition, AT&T requests a declaratory ruling that the Siting Council has no jurisdiction over its facility. In making this request, AT&T contends that the primary purpose of the replacement poles are to light the ballfield and that its antennas would be an accessory use of the sort usually exempt from the Council’s regulatory authority. Should the Council deem it does have jurisdiction, AT&T suggests that its use of the light poles would not have any substantial adverse environmental effect and that the Council should rule accordingly.

Setting the jurisdiction question aside, AT&T’s use of a light pole to place its antennas in the Moodus area represents an imaginative solution to the problem of where to place a pole for its antennas and is not expected to create any significant adverse environmental impacts.

The Council has also received a letter from a nearby resident who is requesting the Council to order the relocation of the second 90-foot tower from a location behind third base to a location just beyond the outfield fence in right-center field. He is making this request to protect the view from his home a short distance away. The location he is proposing for the second tower, however, is close to the few homes on Neptune Avenue that have a relatively clear view of the field. During AT&T’s consultation with the town, the Town Planner made clear his preference to locate the taller poles away from these homes.

