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On June 10, 2003, Connecticut Siting Council (Council) member Philip T. Ashton and S. Derek Phelps of staff met with AT&T Wireless representatives at 259 Commerce Street in East Haven.  Other persons in attendance were Lucia Chiocchio, Esq., of Cuddy & Feder LLP; Doug Frost, Engineering Technician, of NATCOMM, LLC; Kumar Rughoobur, RF Engineer, of WFI; Ray Vergati, Project Director, of Optasite, Inc.; and George Mingione, Planning and Zoning Administrator of the Town of East Haven.  AT&T Wireless proposes to replace and expand an existing lattice tower and is petitioning the Council for a declaratory ruling that no Certificate of Environmental Compatibility and Public Need (Certificate) is required for the modification.

Specifically, AT&T Wireless proposes to replace and expand an existing 48’ lattice tower (with a whip antenna extending to 61’) with a 57’ monopole to be relocated approximately 8’ to 10’ from the location of the existing tower.  AT&T would attach six panel antennas on T-arms to the replacement tower.  The property owner’s whip antenna would not be reinstalled.

The existing lattice tower is located adjacent to the west side of the existing tower.  The replacement monopole is 9’ taller than the existing tower, but the overall height of the proposed facility will be approximately 1’ lower in total height.

The proposed tower needs to be relocated approximately 8’ to 10’ from the location of the existing lattice tower for construction purposes.  Associated equipment cabinets will be installed on a 7’ x 13’ concrete pad located at the base of the pole surrounded by an 8’ vinyl stockade fence, which will be screened with 6’ evergreen trees.  The utilities will be installed underground.

At the request of the Council, AT&T Wireless wrote to six nearby residents on June 12, 2003, whose homes are within sight of the proposed tower location to advise them of the petition application.  Those homeowners are: Antonio Rossano; Robert A. Esposito; Rita Compano; Phyllis Naqstri and Linda Lawson; Sebatiano and Maria DiBona; and Anne M. Fitzgerald.  These persons were asked to forward comments to the Council by June 3, 2003.  One resident, Rita Compano, sent a letter stating that she is not in favor of the petition primarily on the basis of concerns that it will adversely affect the property value of her home.

George Mingione, Planning and Zoning Administrator of the Town of East Haven, wrote to the Council in a letter dated June 11, 2003, stating that the town’s preference is for vinyl fencing around the tower compound, not less than six feet tall, with evergreen plantings.


