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Petition No. 633

AT&T Wireless PCS, LLC

Manchester, Connecticut

Staff Report

July 8, 2003

On June 12, 2003, Connecticut Siting Council (Council) member Colin Tait and Robert Mercier of Council staff met with AT&T Wireless PCS, Inc. (AT&T) representative Christopher Fisher at 575 Hillstown Road in Manchester to review this petition.  AT&T proposes to replace an existing 22-foot private utility pole with a 70-foot wood laminate pole modified for telecommunications use.  AT&T is petitioning the Council for a declaratory ruling that no Certificate of Environmental Compatibility and Public Need (Certificate) is required for the utility pole replacement. 

The utility pole is located in the center of a 23-acre parcel used for agricultural purposes.  The pole is located along a road between two trees, one of which is 50 feet in height.  AT&T intends to trim the trees to install the wood laminate pole.  Two equipment cabinets would be placed on a concrete pad within a fenced compound at the base of the pole.  The existing farm drive would provide access to the site.  Underground utilities would be installed along the farm drive to the site. 

AT&T would install three flush mounted antennas at a centerline height of 70 feet.  The site would provide coverage to residential areas of southwest Manchester and Manchester Community College. 

The 23-acre parcel is zoned residential and is surrounded by residential development.  Existing bands of mature trees provide a visual screening of views from residential areas.  
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