Petition No. 632

The Connecticut Light and Power Company

Modifications to 345-kV lines

Middletown and Middlefield, Connecticut

July 8, 2003

On June 27, 2003, Connecticut Siting Council (Council) member Philip T. Ashton and Christina Lepage of the Council staff met representatives of the Connecticut Light and Power Company (CL&P) off of Coleman Road, Middletown, Connecticut and continued to Route 66, Middlefield, Connecticut for a field review of this petition.  CL&P is petitioning the Council that its proposed modifications to existing 345-kV line #348 and line #387, would have no substantial adverse environmental effect.

CL&P proposes to eliminate a double circuit tower on Coleman Road in Middletown and replace it with two single circuit steel pole structures.  CL&P also proposes to modify the existing double circuit tower located on Route 66 in Middlefield to support the southerly circuit, and a new steel structure would be constructed to support the northerly line.  All construction activities would take place within the existing CL&P Right-of-Way and the new structures would not exceed the height of the existing structures.

Construction is proposed to take place between September 5, 2003 and December 5, 2003.  The proposed elimination of the double circuit tower failure contingency for the two 345-kV transmission lines would remove unnecessary operator burden and transmission uplift, improving the reliability of the transmission lines.  

Visibility of the Middletown site from surrounding residences is minimal due to vegetative screening around the right-of-way.  

The lattice tower that CL&P proposes to leave standing at the Middlefield site is inconsistent with the two new monopoles that are proposed for the Middletown site and would have a negative visual impact on the surrounding area.  CL&P believes that the proposed modifications to the Middlefield site are appropriate because the site is not in close proximity to residential areas and therefore has not done provided any engineering data for the prospect of two poles at the Middlefield site.  

If the Council would prefer two poles at the Middlefield site, CL&P requests that the Council consider only the Middletown site and postpone the Middlefield portion of the petition.    

