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On May 16, 2003, Connecticut Siting Council (Council) member Gerald Heffernan and S. Derek Phelps of the Council met with Omnipoint Facilities Network, 2, L.L.C. (T-Mobile) representatives at a Connecticut Light and Power (CL&P) right-of-way west of Huntington Avenue in Stratford, Connecticut for inspection of an electric transmission structure owned by CL&P.  T-Mobile, with the agreement of CL&P, proposes to modify the structure by installing antennas on a pipe mount and an equipment compound for telecommunications use and is petitioning the Council for a declaratory ruling that no Certificate of Environmental Compatibility and Public Need (Certificate) is required for the modification.

T-Mobile proposes to install a ten foot six inch (10'-6") pipe mast on the existing eighty foot (80') electric transmission line structure (no. 826).  Three antennas will be mounted in a cluster mount configuration extending to a top antenna height of ninety-six feet above ground level (agl).  The total height of the structure would be ninety-six feet agl.

Three equipment cabinets would be installed on a 13-foot by 13-foot concrete slab enclosed within a 15-foot by 15-foot compound.  A six-foot high wooden stockade fence would enclose the compound area on three sides.  Access to the proposed site would be via a grassy lawn area just off of Huntington Avenue.  Utility service would be provided from an underground conduit that would extend from an existing utility pole (no. 902) on Huntington Avenue through the existing CL&P right-of-way.

The tower location is in a residential area.  The right of way contains transmission lines and associated tower structures.  The proposed compound site is in a cleared area that would be visible from the yards of several homes that directly abut the right-of-way.  In the petition, T-Mobile proposed to locate the wooden stockade fence on three sides of the compound.  Immediately following discussions in the field, T-Mobile hand-delivered a copy of the application addressed to the homeowners at 60 Quenby Place, an abutting residence to the southeast with a clear view of the tower.  Although T-Mobile's representative left a note inviting these abutters to contact T-Mobile for any follow-up questions, T-Mobile's representative has received no contact in response.

The worst-case power density for the telecommunications operations at the site has been calculated to be 8.14% of the applicable standard for uncontrolled environments.

The proposed project is designed to provide coverage to coverage gaps in Stratford along the Merritt Parkway from the Housatonic River toward Routes 8 and 108 and extending to the south into the center of Stratford.  T-Mobile contends that the proposed modification of the structure would not cause a substantial adverse environmental impact, and would prevent the construction of a new tower in the area.


