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On May 16, 2003, Connecticut Siting Council (Council) member Brian O’Neill and Christina Lepage of the Council staff met with Sprint PCS (Sprint) representatives Thomas Regan and Jason Pintek at 228 Highland Avenue, Norwalk, Connecticut for the inspection of an electric transmission tower.  The structure is owned by Connecticut Light and Power Company (CL&P).  Sprint, with the agreement of CL&P, proposes to modify the existing transmission tower by installing antennas and associated equipment for telecommunications use and is petitioning the Council for a declaratory ruling that no Certificate of Environmental Compatibility and Public Need (Certificate) is required for the modification.

Sprint proposes to increase the tower height by approximately 12 feet and install antennas to the top of a 30-foot pole, which will be attached to the side of an existing 90-foot lattice transmission structure.  The antennas will have a centerline of 99 feet 6 inches and the top of the proposed antennas would extend to approximately 102 feet.  

The proposed 26-foot by 36-foot equipment compound will be located within the existing CL&P easment.  Equipment will be installed on an 18-foot by 9-foot 6-inch concrete pad.  An 8-foot high wood fence will surround the proposed compound with 6-foot high evergreens on the northeast, northwest and southwest sides.  

Access to the tower will be via a 12-foot wide gravel driveway running from Highland Avenue to the proposed site over the existing CL&P access road.  Power and telephone utilities will extend underground across Highland Avenue, then along the proposed access road.

The calculated cumulative worst-case radio frequency power density would not exceed the applicable standard.

Sprint contends that the proposed project would decrease the overall impact to the Town of Norwalk and the surrounding communities versus the installation of a separate tower in Norwalk, and that the proposed project would not have a substantial environmental effect.  
