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Petition NO. 617E

Temporary Peaking Project

Request by Waterside Power

Stamford, Connecticut

April 9, 2003

On March 28, 2003, Waterside Power LLC (Waterside) submitted a request to the Connecticut Siting Council (Council) regarding its proposed resumption of its temporary peaking project in Stamford, which is currently before the Council as Petition 617E.  

Waterside is concerned that if it receives Council approval to operate this project, it must first conduct certain activities on this site in order for the project to actually commence operation and be connected to the electrical grid on June 1, 2003, as required by the RFP.  Waterside therefore is requesting the permission of the Council to conduct certain limited reconstitution activities and environmental mitigation while the Council is actively considering this project.  The pre-operational activities would include completion of those environmental mitigation measures which were required by the City of Stamford's Zoning Board of Appeals Special Exception granted on January 10, 2003; reconstituting and dewinterizing project equipment and testing of subsystems; and reconnection of the project to the CL&P Substation on adjacent property.

The Zoning Board of Appeals requires Waterside to relocate the entrance of the project from its present location off Betts Avenue/Amelia Place to West Avenue, thereby avoiding project traffic through the nearby residential area.  The Zoning approval requires the new West Avenue entrance to be operational before June 1, 2003.  In order to comply with this timeframe, Waterside states it must begin to construct the access drive at least one month prior to June 1, 2003.  Waterside is also required to have a Landscaping Plan for noise and visual mitigation and Waterside will implement this plan in the spring so the plantings are in place prior to commencement of operation.  Stamford also required stack silencer inserts, and these should also be installed prior to June 1st to be effective.

In order to have the project ready to operate on June 1st, Waterside also requests approval to reconstitute and dewinterize project equipment.  This would include such activities as putting turbine oil back into the turbine generator units, removing protective shelters placed over the auxiliary and generator trailers, removing traps placed over the trailer junctions, refilling the fuel oil tanks, re-connecting the piping into the turbines, removing tarps placed over the pump skid, turning on the water supply, reinstalling the water meter, and removing the nitrogen blanket used on the fuel oil storage tank and piping.

The project would also expect to undergo subsystem testing to ensure equipment is operating safely and properly.  However, this would not include firing up the turbines.

Waterside had removed all interconnections to the nearby Waterside Substation during its winter storage period.  The 115 kV cables between the generator step-up transformer and Waterside substation would have to be reconnected, all control wiring reconnected, the electric heater in the control cabinet of the generator step-up transformer removed, the stored cables uncoiled, and the 13.8 kV leads reconnected to the generators.  Waterside states these interconnections must be reinstalled in order to be ready to operate by June 1, 2003.

Waterside submits that the activities described above would not have significant adverse environmental effects and would involve environmental mitigation would therefore not constitute construction or site preparation as described in Connecticut General Statutes §§ 16-50k, and could take place while the Council considers Petition No. 617E, with its hearing scheduled for April 21, 2003 in Stamford.

Council staff recommends the Council approve the following activities as environmental mitigation measures:

· Relocation of the site entrance from Amelia Place/Betts Avenue to West Avenue;

· Implementation of a landscaping plan to screen the site visually and acoustically from residences this spring; and

· Installation of stack silencers.

The other activities described by Waterside relate to getting the project on-line by June 1st.  The Council may need more specific information as to the time needed to undertake and complete these tasks, and the latest date they can be completed to remain on a June 1st starting date schedule.  Such scheduling information may be provided to the Council before or at its April 21, 2003 hearing.

