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On March 5, 2003, Connecticut Siting Council (Council) member Philip T. Ashton and Christina Lepage of the Council staff met with AT&T Wireless PCS, LLC (AT&T) representatives Anthony Gioffre III, and Charisma King at 450-478 West Main Street, Meriden, Connecticut for the inspection of an existing tower site.  The existing property and structure are owned by Hunters Family Limited Partnership.  AT&T proposes to replace the existing structure and is petitioning the Council for a declaratory ruling that no Certificate of Environmental Compatibility and Public Need (Certificate) is required for the modification.

The existing facility consists of a 100-foot guyed lattice tower, which is currently used by Hunter’s Ambulance Company.  AT&T proposes to replace the existing guyed lattice tower with a 100-foot monopole approximately 15 feet to the southeast.  Existing antennas used by the ambulance company would be relocated to the top of the monopole.  AT&T proposes to install 6 panel antennas at the 100-foot level of the proposed monopole.  The proposed monopole would be designed to accommodate the antennas of two additional carriers. 

The proposed equipment would be located at the base of the tower within 7-foot by 16-foot equipment pad.  An 8-foot high stockade fence would surround the equipment compound.  AT&T proposes to install a retaining wall along the southern portion of the equipment compound.  

Access to the site would be via an existing driveway.  AT&T proposes to provide utilities to the site overhead from an existing utility pole to the south.  The utility corridor would cross over property recently purchased by Hunter’s Ambulance Company.  Two new poles would be necessary to install a utility line to the site.  AT&T submits that the proposed overhead utility installation would cause the least amount of disturbance to the site and surrounding area, due to the presence of bedrock, sidewalks and a parking lot. 

Surrounding land uses include a mix of residential and commercial uses.  The proposed site is zoned Commercial.  The calculated cumulative worst-case radio frequency power density would not exceed the applicable standard.

AT&T contends that it would not need to construct a telecommunications tower to provide coverage to this area of Meriden, and the proposed modification of the existing structure would not cause a substantial adverse environmental effect.  Staff recommends approval, with the condition that the tower be situated so as to avoid the removal of an existing tree.

