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On February 24, 2003, Connecticut Siting Council (Council) member Ed Wilensky and Christina Lepage of the Council staff met with Nextel Communications Inc. (Nextel) representative Thomas Flynn III off of Shelter Rock Road, Danbury, Connecticut for the inspection of an electric transmission structure.  The structure is owned by Connecticut Light and Power (CL&P).  Nextel, with the agreement of CL&P, proposes to modify the existing transmission tower by installing antennas and associated equipment for telecommunications use and is petitioning the Council for a declaratory ruling that no Certificate of Environmental Compatibility and Public Need (Certificate) is required for the modification.

Nextel proposes to install a 115-foot Power Mount within an existing 104-foot lattice transmission tower.  Nextel would place 12 panel anternnas at the 113-foot level. 

The proposed equipment would be located within a 12-foot by 20-foot equipment shelter that would be placed at the base of the tower.  An 8-foot high chain link fence would surround the equipment compound.  

Access to the site would be via a gravel driveway that would extend from Shelter Rock Road, along the existing CL&P right-of-way.  Power and telephone service would be provided to the site by above ground distribution. 

The proposed site is zoned IL-40 (industrial).  The site is surrounded by industrial and commercial properties.  Some residential properties are located to the north of the site.  The nearest residence to the proposed site is approximately 300 feet away. 

The calculated cumulative worst case power density would not exceed the applicable standard.  

Nextel contends that they would not have the need to construct a telecommunications tower to provide coverage to this area of Danbury, and the proposed modification of the existing structure would not cause a substantial adverse environmental effect.

Nextel has not provided a structural analysis for the proposed project.  Staff recommends approval of the project contingent on receipt of a structural analysis from a certified professional engineer.

