Petition No. 339A

April 2, 1998

Staff Report

Pg. 1

Petition No. 609

The United Illuminating Company

Railroad Transmission Line Modification Project 

Staff Report

March 11, 2003

Revised April 10, 2003

On February 6, 2003, The United Illuminating Company (UI) submitted a petition to the Connecticut Siting Council (Council) for a determination that no Certificate of Environmental Compatibility and Public Need (Certificate) is required to modify a 115 kV double circuit overhead transmission line located along the Metro-North Railroad Corridor between the Baird Substation in Stratford and the Congress Street Substation in Bridgeport.  The modifications would improve the current-carrying capacity of the lines by increasing the clearance between the transmission lines and the railroad conductors, eliminate insulator corrosion, and delay the need for reconductoring.

UI seeks to modify an approximate 2.3-mile section of the 115 kV transmission line, circuit numbers 8809A and 8809B, along the Metro-North Railroad Corridor.  The circuits are mounted on metal support “bonnets” that are attached to railroad structures that also support the conductors.  The project would extend from structure B791 in Stratford to structure B824 in Bridgeport, affecting a total of 48 structures.  The proposed project would modify 96 bonnets by removing existing steel cross-arms and suspension insulator assemblies and installing new horizontal V porcelain assemblies which would support the existing conductors.  The new assemblies would increase the distance between the 115kV transmission lines and the railroad conductors by approximately five feet.  

All work would occur in an existing railroad right-of-way.  The right-of-way is adjacent to commercial and industrial property.  Modifications would be completed within 4 months.  UI contends that the proposed modification would not result in an adverse environmental effect and that no Certificate is required.

Council member Philip Ashton and Council staff Robert Mercier field reviewed this petition on February 19, 2003.  The field review was conducted at the Baird substation in Bridgeport with United Illuminating representatives Eugene Kallaur, Bohdan Katreczko, and Syed Rahman. 
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