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Petition No. 608

AT&T Wireless PCS, LLC

Shelton, Connecticut

Staff Report

March 25, 2003

On February 4, 2003, Connecticut Siting Council (Council) member Gerald Heffernan and Robert Mercier of Council staff met with AT&T Wireless PCS, Inc. (AT&T) representative Christopher Fisher at 70 Platt Road in Shelton to review this petition.  AT&T proposes to replace an existing 75-foot monopole with a 100-foot monopole 275 feet west of its existing location.  AT&T is petitioning the Council for a declaratory ruling that no Certificate of Environmental Compatibility and Public Need (Certificate) is required for the tower replacement and relocation. 

The existing monopole is owned by the John J. Brennan Construction Company and is located adjacent to an office/garage building.  The existing monopole, with a base diameter of 8 inches tapering to 4 inches at the top, has limited structural capability and supports one whip antenna extending to a height of 81 feet above ground level.  The proposed 100-foot replacement tower would be located approximately 275 feet west of the existing tower, adjacent to a warehouse building in an area used for equipment storage. 

The new tower would have a base diameter of 3.5 feet tapering to 1.5 feet at the top and would be designed to support three antenna platforms and the whip antenna.  AT&T would place 6 panel antennas at the 95-foot level of the tower.  The whip antenna would be placed at the top of the tower and would extend to a height of 107 feet above ground level.  Nextel and Sprint intend on locating on the tower at the 85-foot and 75-foot levels at a future date.  The existing monopole would be removed once the new tower is operational.  

AT&T would install equipment cabinets on a concrete pad within a fenced compound at the base of the tower.  Compound expansion would be necessary to accommodate future carriers.  Utilities would be installed underground from a utility pole on Oliver Terrace, an abutting street.

The proposed site is located in an industrial and commercial area adjacent to Route 8.  A residence is located approximately 200 feet north of the proposed tower site.  A band of mature trees along the north property boundary would provide some screening of views from Platt Road and the adjacent residence. 

The worst-case power density for the telecommunications operations at the site has been calculated to be 4.3% of the applicable standard for uncontrolled environments.
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