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On February 6, 2003, Connecticut Siting Council (Council) member Ed Wilensky and Christina Lepage of the Council staff met with AT&T Wireless PCS, Inc. (AT&T) representative Christopher Fisher at Bartholomew Road, Middletown, Connecticut for the inspection of an electric transmission structure.  The structure is owned by Connecticut Light and Power (CL&P).  AT&T, with the agreement of CL&P, proposes to replace an existing transmission tower and install antennas and associated equipment for telecommunications use and is petitioning the Council for a declaratory ruling that no Certificate of Environmental Compatibility and Public Need (Certificate) is required for the modification.

AT&T proposes to replace an existing 48-foot wood monopole with a 95-foot wood monopole.  The proposed site is immediately adjacent to Route 9 and the surrounding area consists of some residences.  AT&T is proposing to install six panel antennas at the 93-foot level of the structure, with space available at the 83 foot level for a future carrier. 

The proposed equipment would be installed on a 10-foot by 6-foot 6-inch concrete pad that would be located at the base of the proposed structure.  An 8-foot high chain link fence would surround the equipment compound.  

Access to the site would be via an existing dirt access road, which would be extended for direct access to the equipment compound.  An underground conduit from an existing utility pole will provide power and telephone service to the site. 

The proposed site is zoned R-60 (residential).  The nearest residence to the proposed site is approximately 300 feet to the south.  Visibility of the base of the structure would be screened by the topography of the area and existing vegetation.  

The calculated cumulative worst case power density would not exceed the applicable standard.  

AT&T provided computer simulated photographs depicting the replacement of the utility pole, equipment and their antennas.  Views of the proposed site were taken from Bartholomew Road, near residences to the west and southwest of the site.  The proposed replacement pole would be slightly visible through the existing vegetation. 

AT&T contends that they would not have the need to construct a telecommunications tower to provide coverage to this area of Middletown, and would not cause a substantial adverse environmental effect.

On February 20, 2003, AT&T sent photo simulations of the proposed replacement structure to the two adjacent residents or the site and the City of Middletown, requesting that comments be forwarded to the Council by March 5, 2003.  To date, the Council has not received comments from the abutting residents or the City of Middletown.
