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On November 5, 2002, Connecticut Siting Council (Council) member Brian Emerick and Christina Lepage of the Council staff met with Sprint PCS (Sprint) representative Thomas J. Regan at Eastern Connecticut State University off of High Street, Willimantic, Connecticut for a site inspection for the proposed replacement of an existing telecommunications tower to accommodate tower sharing.  Sprint is petitioning the Council for a declaratory ruling that the proposed project would have no substantial adverse environmental effect.

Sprint proposes to replace an existing 175-foot monopole structure, located adjacent to Goddard Hall, with a new 175-foot monopole structure approximately 80 feet to the west to the other side of the access drive.  Sprint would locate at the 147-foot level of the proposed tower.  A 36-foot by 20-foot equipment shelter (divided into three equal bays) would be located within a new 36-foot by 40-foot compound.  Sprint would locate its equipment in the middle bay of the proposed equipment shelter.   

Access to the proposed site would be via the existing access road.  Telephone and electrical utilities would come from the existing Goddard Hall basement switch room and continue underground to the compound.  

Visibility of the proposed compound would be mitigated by the brick equipment shelter located to the west and along part of the south side, a screen wall that would be installed from the south side of the compound to the eastern side, and Goddard Hall would block the view of part of the eastern side and the north side.  Sprint proposes to plant seven rhododendron bushes and two spruce trees along the western and southern sides of the compound.  

Sprint intends to use the proposed tower to provide coverage to the center of Willimantic and the ECSU campus.  Sprint submits that the proposed replacement of the existing monopole would result in less impact on the Town of Willimantic than the construction of an additional tower within the town.  

The calculated cumulative worst case power density would not exceed 67.84% of the applicable standard.  

Sprint contends that the proposed replacement of an existing 175-foot tower would not cause a significant change or alteration in the physical and environmental characteristics of the site, and would not cause a substantial adverse environmental effect.
