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Petition No. 588

Sprint Spectrum, L.P. d/b/a Sprint PCS 

Brookfield, Connecticut

Staff Report

October 23, 2002

On October 21, 2002, Connecticut Siting Council (Council) member Gerald J. Heffernan and Christina Lepage of the Council staff met with Sprint PCS (Sprint) representatives Tom Regan and Carlos Santori at 20 Vale Road, Brookfield, Connecticut for inspection of an electric transmission structure. The structure is owned by Connecticut Light and Power (CL&P).  Sprint, with the agreement of CL&P, proposes to modify the structure by installing antennas and associated equipment for telecommunications use and is petitioning the Council for a declaratory ruling that no Certificate of Environmental Compatibility and Public Need (Certificate) is required for the modification.  

Sprint proposes the installation of six panel antennas on a ten-foot attachment above the existing monopole.  The installation of the proposed antennas on the existing 125-foot transmission line structure (#10246) to make the overall height at the top of the antennas 135-feet above ground level (agl) with a centerline 132 feet 6 inches agl.  

The equipment cabinet would sit on a 10-foot by 25-foot concrete pad within a 25-foot by 30-foot lease area.  An ice canopy would cover the equipment cabinet and an ice bridge will span from the equipment cabinet to the pole.  An 8-foot high chain link fence would surround the equipment compound.  Access to the proposed site would be via an existing dirt road.  An underground conduit from an existing utility pole will provide power and telephone service to the site. 

The transmission structure is located on a CL&P easement owned by Berkshire Industrial Corporation.  CL&P’s easement rights allow for the provision of electric and communication services.  The zoning designation of this site is ILC-80SE (industrial-commercial).  The nearest residential property line is located approximately 660 feet from the transmission structure. 

The worst-case power density for the telecommunications operations at the site has been calculated to be 14.47% of the applicable standard for uncontrolled environments.

The proposed project is designed to provide coverage to Route 7, Route 202, and Candlewood Lake Road in Brookfield.  Sprint contends that the proposed modification of the structure would not cause a substantial adverse environmental impact, and would prevent the construction of a new tower in the area. 
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