Petition No. 584

Connecticut Light and Power Company (CL&P)

Norwalk, Connecticut

Staff Report

October 23, 2002

On October 16, 2002, Connecticut Siting Council (Council) members Brian O'Neill and Edward S. Wilensky with Council staff Fred Cunliffe met Connecticut Light and Power Company (CL&P) representatives Ron Gaucher and Luis Gonvales for an inspection of the Norwalk Substation located on New Canaan Avenue, Norwalk, Connecticut.  CL&P is petitioning the Council for a declaratory ruling that the proposed replacement of certain 27.6-kV and 115-kV equipment at the existing Norwalk Substation would not have a substantial adverse environmental effect.

CL&P initially proposed the replacements as part of the proposed Bethel to Norwalk transmission line project (Docket No. 217). However, the proposed work is needed to replace obsolete 27.6 kV substation equipment and overstressed 115 kV substation equipment and to improve reliability. Also, the proposed work is necessary regardless if a new transmission line into the Norwalk substation is built or not. (Emphasis added)  The proposed project is not subject to Public Act 02-95 an act concerning the protection of Long Island Sound or the Governor's Executive Order #26.

CL&P proposes to replace:

· an existing 27.6 kV open bus equipment with a new 27.6 kV metalclad switchgear, underground conduit and associated power cables;

· six 27.6 kV disconnect switches, associated bus work, power conduit work, underground feeder conduit and associated power cables;

· nine 115-kV circuit breakers, 18 associated 115-kV disconnect switches and 115-kV bus work;

· two 115-kV motor-operated line disconnect switches and six 115-kV motor-operated transformer-disconnect switches;

· fifteen 115-kV coupling capacitor voltage transformers; and 

· nine 115-kV surge arresters, six 13.8 kV surge arresters, nine 27.6-kV surge arresters, and nine 4.8-kV surge arresters.

The proposed equipment would be located within the existing fenced area. The proposed equipment would not exceed the height of existing equipment, which is approximately 25 feet high. 

Placement of the new 27.6 kV metalclad switchgear would be located between the fence and the existing 27.6-kV open bus switchgear on an elevated platform seven feet above grade.  This elevated platform is necessary because the equipment would be within the 100-year flood plain of the Norwalk River.  A mix of shrubs and trees located within the fenced area would be removed. CL&P would be willing to plant vegetation outside the fence and extend a sidewalk on CL&P's property. The proposed work would begin in November 2002, and be completed by May 2004.

Petition No.584

CSC Staff Report 

Page 2

Adjacent land uses to the Norwalk Substation include the Norwalk River to the west, the new Route 7 to the east transmission lines to the north and New Canaan Avenue to the south.  

The City of Norwalk has reviewed this project and does not object to the proposed work.

CL&P contends that the proposed equipment upgrades would not adversely affect the environment, scenic, historic, and recreational values.  Accordingly, CL&P requests the Council issue a declaratory ruling that the proposed work will have no substantial environmental effect, and therefore, no Certificate of Environmental Compatibility and Public Need is required.

Council staff recommends approval with a condition that CL&P consult with the City of Norwalk about the need for plantings and sidewalk on the southeast corner of CL&P's property.
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