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Petition No. 580

Sprint Spectrum, L.P.

Brookfield, Connecticut

Staff Report

September 25, 2002

On September 18, 2002, Connecticut Siting Council (Council) member Edward S. Wilensky with Robert Mercier of Council staff met Sprint Spectrum (Sprint) representatives Thomas Regan, Esq., and Carlo Centore for inspection of a Connecticut Light & Power Company (CL&P) electric transmission line structure (no. 2683) located at 761 Federal Road in Brookfield.  Sprint, with the agreement of CL&P, proposes to modify the structure by installing antennas and associated equipment for telecommunications use and is petitioning the Council for a declaratory ruling that no Certificate of Environmental Compatibility and Public Need (Certificate) is required for the modification.  

The existing 90-foot CL&P monopole was previously modified for telecommunications use by Cingular Wireless (Cingular) under approved Petition 494.  Cingular installed three antennas on a pole mount, raising the height of the structure to approximately 101 feet above ground level (agl).  Cingular installed an equipment compound at the base of the tower containing an equipment shelter with a brick façade.  

Under this Petition, Sprint proposes to replace the existing Cingular pole mount with a 23-foot pole mount and install three-panel antennas with a centerline height of approximately 111 feet agl.  Cingular’s antennas would be located at their original height of 96.8 feet agl.  The total height of the structure would be approximately 113 feet agl.  

Sprint proposes to install equipment cabinets on a twenty-foot by ten-foot concrete pad within a graveled compound north of the tower.  The compound would be enclosed with a six-foot high chain link fence.  Site clearing and grading, and the extension of an existing retaining wall would be required to accommodate the compound area.  The retaining wall would be constructed of or finished with decorative block to match the existing wall.  Existing shrubby vegetation on a steep slope would be removed to accommodate the retaining wall.  A GPS antenna extending to a height of 16 feet agl would be mounted to the proposed ice bridge.   

The site would provide coverage to the Route 7/202 corridor and Route 25 and would allow for uninterrupted service between Danbury and New Milford.  

The proposed site is located east of Route 7 (Federal Road) in Brookfield.  The site is bordered by commercial properties to the north and west, vacant land to the east and undeveloped land to the south.  The zoning designation of this site is “Central Business District”.  The nearest residence is approximately 500 feet east of the site.

The worst-case power density for the telecommunications operations at the site has been calculated to be 26.3% of the applicable standard for uncontrolled environments.

Sprint contends that the proposed modification of the structure would not require a Certificate because the increase in height of this monopole structure will not result in a substantial environmental effect nor will there be damage to existing scenic, historical or recreational values.and the proposed project will prevent the construction of a new tower in the area. 

L:\siting\petition\580\sr580.doc
L:\siting\petition\506\sr042601.doc


