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Petition No. 577

Sprint Spectrum, L.P. d/b/a Sprint PCS 

Bethel, Connecticut

Staff Report

September 25, 2002

On August 9, 2002, Connecticut Siting Council (Council) member Edward S. Wilensky and Christina Lepage of the Council staff met with Sprint PCS (Sprint) representatives Tom Regan and Carlos Santori at 35 Shelley Road, Bethel, Connecticut for inspection of an electric transmission structure. The structure is owned by Northeast Utilities (NU).  Sprint, with the agreement of NU, proposes to modify the structure by installing antennas and associated equipment for telecommunications use and is petitioning the Council for a declaratory ruling that no Certificate of Environmental Compatibility and Public Need (Certificate) is required for the modification.  

Sprint proposes the installation of three panel antennas on a power mount extension.  The power mount length would be 31 feet 2 inches and would overlap the existing monopole by 15 feet 8 inches.  The antennas would extend approximately 15 feet 6 inches above the existing 77-foot 6 inch transmission line structure (#1714) to make the overall height of the structure 93 feet above ground level (agl) with a centerline of 90 feet 8 inches agl.  Sprint also plans to install a global positioning system antenna to the top of an ice bridge, approximately 10 feet agl.  

Equipment shelters would sit on a 10-foot by 25-foot platform within a 25-foot by 30-foot lease area.  An ice canopy would cover the equipment cabinet and an ice bridge will span from the equipment cabinet to the pole.  An 8-foot high chain link fence would surround the equipment compound.  An underground conduit from an existing utility pole will provide power and telephone service to the site.  Access to the transmission line structure would be via an existing path that would be widened to 12-feet and paved.  Sprint is willing to use a 6 inch layer of crushed stone with Soil-Sement dust and erosion control on the proposed access road rather than the pavement originally proposed.   

The zoning designation of this site is R-80 (residential).  Sprint contends that although the proposed site is located within a residential neighborhood the existing vegetation would provide screening of the base of the compound from surrounding residences. 

The worst-case power density for the telecommunications operations at the site has been calculated to be 18.2101% of the applicable standard for uncontrolled environments.

The proposed project is designed to provide coverage to Route 302 in Bethel and Newtown.  Sprint contends that the proposed modification of the structure would not cause a substantial adverse environmental impact, would prevent the construction of a new tower in the area, and would not have an adverse visual impact on the surrounding community. 

The Town of Bethel Planning and Zoning Commission has offered the following comments and suggestions regarding the proposed project: The equipment cabinet and fencing should be screened with suitable evergreen landscape material; The Bethel Zoning Regulations state that no fence may be taller than six feet high in a residential zone, and “electrically charged fences, barbed wire fences and other fences constructed of sharp materials are not permitted within residential zones;” and the applicant should be required to contact the Town of Bethel for a driveway permit, and to review plans for proper erosion and sedimentation control, grading and drainage.    
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