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On August 12, 2002, Connecticut Siting Council member Philip Ashton and staff Robert Mericer conducted an inspection of an existing 180-foor guyed lattice tower owned and operated by Wireless Solutions Inc. and located at 57 Cook Road in Montville, Connecticut.  AT&T is petitioning the Council for a declaratory ruling that no Certificate of Environmental Compatibility and Public Need (Certificate) is required for a proposed 12.9 foot tower extension.

AT&T proposes to install six panel antennas on top of the proposed 12.9-foot extension.  The total height of the structure including antennas would be 197 feet above ground level.  Two cabinets would be placed within the existing compound.  Two additional cabinets may be installed at a later date.  

The proposed site is located in an open field area in proximity to residential and commercial properties.  The site is immediately adjacent to two other lattice towers.  The Montville Planning and Zoning Commission approved a 17-foot extension of the tower on November 23, 1999.  This extension was never constructed.

A structural analysis of the existing 180-foot tower performed by a professional engineer from Walker Engineering indicates that the structure is capable of supporting the proposed extension and antenna loading.  The worst-case power density for the telecommunications operations at the site has been calculated to be 18% of the applicable standard for uncontrolled environments.

AT&T contends that the proposed extension of the structure would not cause a substantial adverse environmental effect, and therefore, a certificate would not be required. 
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