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Petition No. 574

United Illuminating Company

New Haven, Connecticut

Staff Report

September 5, 2002

On Tuesday, August 27, 2002, at 10:00 a.m. Connecticut Siting Council (Council) member Philip T. Ashton and Council staff member Derek Phelps met with United Illuminating (UI) representatives Bohdan Katreczko, Mohammad A. Pasha, and Eugene Kallaur, and the City of New Haven’s chief civil engineer Peter P. Lozis, Jr, and the New Haven City Plan Department’s Senior Project Manager, David Barone, for a field inspection in connection with this petition.  This field review yielded the following findings.
Because the lines will occupy city streets the effects of construction will be largely the same as that of installing any other underground utility such as gas, water, sewers, etc.  There would also be no substantial adverse aesthetic effect because the project will only involve the siting of a small building to house the oil reservoirs.

There is a slight risk that exists in filling oil into high-pressured, oil-filled cables (HPOF).  The process for draining the oil from the existing HPOF cables poses a slightly higher risk.  Oil would be drained at each manhole and this will fully contain any inadvertent spill.  Oil spill containment procedures will be in effect for both construction and normal operation.

Both HPOF and LPOF cables are in ducts that serve to protect the cable.  These ducts are encased in “lean” concrete or sand with special thermal conductivity.  Warning tapes will be placed above the cables to reduce the risk of accidental excavation damage.

An oil reservoir and pumping plant will be constructed in a small brick building on property owned by the state.
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