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On Friday, May 31, 2002 Connecticut Siting Council (Council) member Philip T. Ashton and Council staff members Fred Cunliffe and Derek Phelps met United Illuminating (UI) representatives Bohdan Katreczko and Mohammad A. Pasha for a field inspection in connection with this petition.  During this inspection Mr. Ashton asked Messrs. Katreczko and Pasha to consider alternatives for the proposed modification and relocation of the subject transmission structures to further reduce their high visibility.  These alternatives included a possible reduction in height through the use of high strength conductors pulled up to a higher tension than originally proposed; the possible relocation of certain tower structures; and the viability of placing portions of the transmission lines underground.  Pursuant to these questions being asked at the field review, the Council tabled this petition at its meeting on June 3, in order to allow for further information to be provided from UI in this matter.

On June 14, 2002, Derek Phelps sent a letter, addressed to Richard J. Reed, Vice President – Electric System, UI, explaining that the Council would refrain from acting upon this petition until a response to the questions raised at the field review was provided by UI.  That letter also inquired as to whether using suspension staggered on both sides (delta configuration) of the new single-circuit structures would provide benefits in reducing structure heights.

Response to the questions raised during the field review was received from Mr. Reed on June 28, 2002 (enclosed).  His response identified the various benefits and drawbacks of the proposed alternatives.  Mr. Reed’s response did not, however, address the possible merits of constructing the new transmission line structures via the delta configuration design.  Hence, Mr. Ashton requested staff to discuss that issue with UI.

Derek Phelps contacted Mr. Katreczko on July 9, 2002, and asked him about the viability of the delta configuration.  Mr. Katreczko responded that because the transmission lines are double-circuit, following such an approach would require erecting dual tower structures.  And given the limitation of available land on the eastern side of the river, dual tower structures are not possible.

In conclusion, investigations reveal that because so few structures are being relocated the UI proposal is reasonable and staff recommends adoption.
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