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On May 6, 2002, Connecticut Siting Council (Council) member Gerald J. Heffernan, Jr., and Council staff Robert Erling and Derek Phelps met Bill Koziel of Bechtel, Joe Salivene, P.E., of of URS Corp. (representing AT&T), and Julie M. Donaldson, Esq., of Hurwitz & Sagarin, LLC to conduct a field review of Spectrasite’s Rimmon Road Road telecommunications tower in Beacon Falls. Spectrasite Communications and AT&T Wireless propose to modify the tower to permit use by AT&T, and is petitioning the Council for a declaratory ruling that no Certificate of Environmental Compatibility and Public Need (Certificate) is required for the modification.  The Petitioners submit that the proposed modification will not have a substantial adverse environmental effect and therefore is not a modification that requires a Certificate of Environmental Compatibility and Public Need from the Council.

The Rimmon Road tower is a 160-foot-tall monopole tower.   On April 11, 1996, the Council granted SNET a Certificate for the construction, maintenance, and operation of a 160-foot monopole facility within an 80-foot by 80-foot lease area, surrounded by a chain link fence (Docket 173).  The tower presently supports antennas owned by SNET, Bell Atlantic, and Nextel.  An engineering study submitted by SpectraSite indicates the tower is capable of supporting the proposed antennas in addition to its current actual and approved loading.

AT&T Wireless would install three (3) panel-type antennas mounted on a pipe extension at an antenna centerile height of 170 feet above ground level and related equipment at the base of the tower on a 7-foot by 16-foot lease area within the existing compound.

The proposed antennas and associated equipment will not increase the noise levels at the existing site, under normal operating conditions, by six decibels or more.  The worst case power density for the telecommunications operations at the site has been calculated to be 18.96% of the applicable standard for uncontrolled environments, including a contribution of 1.1% by AT&T. Spectrasite Communications and AT&T Wireless assert that the proposed installation will not cause a substantial adverse environmental effect, and for this reason would not require a Certificate.
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