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Petition No. 529A

AT&T Wireless PCS, LLC

Darien, Connecticut

Staff Report

September 25, 2002

On September 11, 2002, Connecticut Siting Council (Council) member Brian O’Neill and Robert Mercier of Council staff met with AT&T Wireless PCS, Inc. (AT&T) representatives Peter Carbone and Christopher Fisher at the Noroton Heights Railroad Station in Darien for inspection of CL&P electric transmission structure number 1180.  AT&T, with the agreement of CL&P, proposes to replace the existing lattice structure with a monopole adapted for electric transmission and telecommunication use and is petitioning the Council for a declaratory ruling that no Certificate of Environmental Compatibility and Public Need (Certificate) is required for the replacement.  

On November 7, 2001 the Council issued a declaratory ruling for Petition 529 that no Certificate was required for the proposed modification of the existing 90-foot lattice CL&P tower.  The Petition, filed by AT&T, proposed to extend the tower by ten feet to accommodate three panel antennas and to install equipment cabinets within a fenced compound.  Subsequent to the Council’s approval, CL&P determined the tower would not be structurally adequate to support line loads associated with a planned line re-conductoring and antennas for telecommunications use.   

Under this Petition, AT&T proposes to replace the existing CL&P 90-foot lattice structure with a 110-foot monopole 20 feet east of its existing location.  The monopole would be designed to support the electric transmission lines, three AT&T panel antennas at the 110-foot level and a second telecommunications carrier at the 100-foot level.  The total height of the structure would be approximately 113 feet, including the AT&T antennas.  If approved, tower construction would be completed in 2003.  As a temporary measure, AT&T proposes to install three panel antennas at the 85-foot level of the existing lattice tower in order to provide coverage to an approximate one mile coverage gap on I-95.  The lattice tower and temporary antennas would be removed once construction of the monopole facility is complete.    

Equipment cabinets will be located on a concrete pad within a 20-foot by 30-foot graveled compound area enclosed with an 8-foot high stockade fence.  The compound location is the same as proposed in the original Petition and will serve the temporary antennas and proposed monopole facility.  An underground conduit from an existing utility pole will provide power and telephone service to the site.  The Town verbally requested vegetative screening around the base of the tower.

The proposed site is located at the Noroton Railroad Station.  The zoning designation of this site is Parking Residential (PR).  The surrounding landscape is comprised of transmission towers, high voltage lines, right-of-way, the railroad station, Interstate 95 and commercial uses.  

The worst-case power density for the telecommunications operations at the site has been calculated to be 0.08% of the applicable standard for uncontrolled environments.

AT&T contends that the proposed replacement of the CL&P structure would not cause a substantial adverse environmental impact and would prevent the construction of a new tower in the area. 
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