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On August 31, 2001, Connecticut Siting Council (Council) member Edward S. Wilensky and Fred Cunliffe of Council staff met John Fuller of Tectonic Engineering for AT&T Wireless PCS, Inc., (AT&T) for inspection of a Connecticut Light & Power Company (CL&P) electric transmission line structure (no. 876) located off Morehouse Drive, Fairfield. AT&T, with the agreement of CL&P and the underlying landowner, propose to modify the transmission structure for telecommunications use and is petitioning the Council for a declaratory ruling that no Certificate of Environmental Compatibility and Public Need (Certificate) is required for the modification.  

This site consists of an existing installed Fort Worth Powermount( installed by Sprint Spectrum L.P. within the 84-foot high CL&P transmission line support structure, approved by the Council on December 18, 1997 (Petition No. 383). Sprint’s antennas are mounted to a platform with a centerline height of 104 feet above ground level. Also, Voicestream Wireless received Council approval on August 31, 2000 to attach a platform with three antennas, at a centerline height of 95 feet, to the existing Fort Worth Powermount(.

AT&T proposes to attach three panel antennas at the 84-foot level of the CL&P structure. AT&T would place associated equipment cabinets on a 9-foot by 10-foot steel platform supported by concrete piers south of the structure’s footprint and within the CL&P right-of-way. AT&T would move the existing fence approximately 10 feet to the south and west to enclose its equipment. Clearing of vegetation is necessary for the proposed installation.  AT&T would construct a fence to match the existing shadow box wood fence and replace existing vegetation with coniferous vegetation. Electric and telephone utilities exist at the site compound.

Inspection of this site revealed that the gate was open to the site, overgrown vegetation inside the site compound, dead vegetation outside the fenced compound, decomposing staked haybales, and landscaping that appears to have little or no upkeep uncharacteristic to the neighborhood. There are three homes approximately 150 feet; one each located north, east, and south, of the transmission structure.

A structural analysis concludes that bracing members near the top of the structure would need reinforcement.  The tower foundation, which was reinforced in 1998, is adequate for the proposed loads.

The worst case power density for Voicestream, Sprint, and AT&T telecommunications operations at the site has been calculated to be less than 14% of the applicable standard for uncontrolled environments.  

AT&T contends that the proposed installation will not cause a substantial adverse environmental effect, and for this reason would not require a Certificate.
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